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Hokkaido University of Education is Japan’s larg-
est national teacher training college. The Univer-
sity’s headquarters are located in Sapporo, Hok-
kaido and there are campuses in the five major 
cities of Hokkaido; Sapporo, Asahikawa, Kushiro, 
Hakodate, and Iwamizawa.

Since its establishment in 1949, the University 
has been a hub for promoting academic and cul-
tural creativity. By offering beneficial information 
to regional society and providing extensive fields 
of learning, the University has large numbers of 
educators and other human resources to society.

The University made a new departure as a 
unique university firmly rooted in the regional 
society that combines both the arts-science as-
similated type of academic research on human 
and region. Consequently, the faculty members 
as well as the University hope to contribute to the 
regional society of Hokkaido and the international 
society by training talented individuals to lead the 
regional society in the 21st century.

Under the slogan “Hokkaido University of Ed-
ucation where people foster people”, we aim to 
become “a university that trains students” as a 
“university of education”, or in other words firmly 
grounded on education. The University is confi-
dent that it is the place where students grow and 
where students, faculty and staff members respect 
each other. Most importantly, we aim to become “a 
university that the people of the local and regional 
society can trust and depend upon”.

Founded in 1876 as Sapporo Agricultural College – the 
university was Japan’s first institute to issue formal de-
grees. Throughout its long history stretching back more 
than 140 years, the university has adopted and cultivated 
as its ethos the four basic philosophies of “Frontier Spir-
it,” “Global Perspectives,” “All-round Education,” and 
“Practical Learning.”

In 2014, the Hokkaido Universal Campus Initiative 
(HUCI ) project was selected as a Top Global University 
Project and will receive funding between 2014-2023 from 
MEXT (Ministry of Education,Culture, Sports, Science and 
Technology).

A new organization, the Global Institution for Collaborative Research 
and Education (GI-CoRE), was also formed to enable researchers to focus 
on certain academic fields relevant to particular regional and global issues. 
Distinguished research groups from around the world are invited to con-
duct cutting-edge research and educational activities together with Hok-
kaido University’s researchers in fields such as quantum medical science 
and engineering, zoonosis control, food, land and water resources, soft 
matter, big data and cybersecurity, and arctic research. Furthermore, since 
2017 new graduate schools have been established to continue strength-
ening our educational activities in some of those areas.

Two special educational programs aim to develop future global leaders: 
Nitobe College for undergraduates and Nitobe School for graduates, 
were integrated as Nitobe College and started as a new six-year con-
sistent program in April 2019. The program establishes the Foundation 
Program and the Honors Program and each program has an Undergraduate Education Course and a Graduate 
Education Course respectively. Selected students take classes in addition to their normal curriculum and benefit 
from receiving advice from alumni who act as mentors as well as scholarships to study abroad. 

These two programs are named after one of the most notable Hokkaido University alumni, Inazo Nitobe, the 
author of the well-known book Bushido: The Soul of Japan and one of the first Under-Secretary Generals of the 
League of Nations.

Finally, over 130 courses taking place both inside and outside the campus will be offered through the “Hokkaido 
Summer Institute” between June and September. A number of renowned researchers from around the world will 
join our faculty members to provide students with exiting learning experiences. Students from Japan and over-
seas will study while working together with students from Hokkaido University.

Hokkaido University Hokkaido University of Education

Academics  Letters, Education, Law, Economics and Business, Science, Medicine, Dental Medicine, Pharmaceutical 
Sciences and Phamacy, Engineering, Agriculture, Veterinary Medicine, Fisheries Sciences, Information Science 
and Technology, Environmental Science / Environmental Earth Science, Life Science,  International Media, 
Communication, and Tourism Studies / Media and Communication, Health Sciences, Chemical Sciences and 
Engineering, Biomedical Science and Engineering, Infection Diseases, Global Food Resources, Public Policy   
Number of Students Undergraduate 11,804 / Graduate 6,679 / International Students 2,349   
Contact Details Kita 8 Nishi 5, Kita-ku, Sapporo, Hokkaido 060-0808, Japan Institute for International 
Collaboration / general@oia.hokudai.ac.jp / +81 11-706-4403 / https://www.global.hokudai.ac.jp/

Academics Education   
Number of Students Undergraduate 5,085 / Graduate 287 / International Students 86   
Contact Details 1-3 Ainosato 5-3, Kita-ku, Sapporo, Hokkaido 002-8501, Japan / g-kokusai@j.hokkyodai.ac.jp / 
+81 11-778-0266 / https://www.hokkyodai.ac.jp/eng/
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Making Dreams Come True Through Creative 
Science and Technology  

Muroran Institute of Technology (“Muro-
ranIT”) will take advantage of the rich natural 
environment of Muroran renowned as a city of 
innovative manufacturing, offer comprehensive 
science and technology education, and at the 
same time, engage in creative scientific and 
technological research considering the balance 
between humanity, society and nature, and 
contribute as a stronghold for the development 
of local and international knowledge in order 
to develop a well-rounded society in the future.

Outline of the University
MuroranIT was established in 1949. The new university was 

amalgamation of the then Sapporo Agricultural College Engi-
neering Department ( founded in 1887), and the former Muroran 
Engineering High School (established in 1939).

To push forward educational reform aimed at creating a fusion 
of science, informatics and engineering, MuroranIT have formu-
lated a new curriculum to transform the traditional engineering 
department with four disciplines into a new science and engi-
neering department with two disciplines in April 2019.

Currently, MuroranIT has two undergraduate departments, and 
a graduate school offering three master courses and one doctor-
al course.

 
Center for International Relations

The aims of the Center are twofold: to actively promote the research activities of the University to a 
wider international audience; and to provide educational and research opportunities for overseas stu-
dents who wish to study at MuroranIT.

Over the years, MuroranIT has established an excellent reputation for actively accepting foreign stu-
dents. As of November 2018, a total of 193 foreign students from 14 countries are enrolled at Muro-
ranIT, all of them thoroughly enjoying the college life and unique experience of living in Japan.

Open to the world, MuroranIT endeavors to develop students’ potential to become global leaders 
in the field of science and engineering.

Otaru University of Commerce (OUC ) has been one of the 
pioneers in Japan in offering an English-language program in 
business and economics topics, which has attracted students 
from around the world for over 20 years. Our mission is to 
educate ‘glocal’ (an amalgam of ‘global’ and ‘local’ ) human 
resources who can contribute to the regional economy from 
a global perspective.

In line with our tradition and mission, we have actively de-
veloped an extensive international exchange network with 23 
partner universities around the world. For exchange students 

we provide scholarships, a dormitory, and student tutors. The relatively small scale of our university allows 
us to offer tailor-made, individualized support to all of our students. Moreover, our curriculum incorporates 
and emphasizes state of the art teaching methods, such as project-based learning (PBL), active learning, and 
blended learning.

Degree Programs
Undergraduate Program

This four-year undergraduate program culminates in a Bachelor of 
Arts in Commerce.
Four majors in the Faculty of Commerce
1. Economics 
2. Commerce
3. Law
4. Information and Management Science

Graduate Programs
1) Major in Modern Commerce
Doctoral Program (Phase 1)
This two-year graduate program culminates in a Master’s of Arts in 
Commerce.
Doctoral Program (Phase 2)
This three-year graduate program culminates in a Ph.D. in Commerce.
2) Major in Entrepreneurship (MBA Program)

This two-year graduate program culminates in a Master of Business Administration (MBA ).

Global Education Programs (Non-Degree Programs)
1) YOUC Program

This program offers classes on marketing, management and economics in English. It targets undergraduate 
exchange students and our GMP students (see below).
2) Glocal Management Program (GMP)

We have expanded our global orientation by offering an English-language Glocal Management Program 
(GMP) as a minor field of study. The GMP minor program is integrated with our YOUC program for inbound 
exchange students.

Muroran Institute of Technology Otaru University of Commerce

Academics Science and Engineering   
Number of Students Undergraduate 2,805 / Graduate 573 / International Students 193   
Contact Details 27-1 Mizumoto-cho, Muroran-shi, Hokkaido 050-8585, Japan / kokusai@mmm.muroran-it.ac.jp  / 
+81 143-46-5888 / http://www.muroran-it.ac.jp/en/   
Student Exchange kokusai@mmm.muroran-it.ac.jp / +81 143-46-5880   
Research Exchange kokusai@mmm.muroran-it.ac.jp / +81 143-46-5886

Academics Commerce   
Number of Students Undergraduate 2,293 / Graduate 111 / International Students 74  
Contact Details 3-5-21 Midori, Otaru-city, Hokkaido 047-8501, Japan / inljimu@office.otaru-uc.ac.jp / +81 134-27-
5263 / http://www.otaru-uc.ac.jp/cgs/ged-en/   
Student Exchange inljimu@office.otaru-uc.ac.jp / +81 134-27-5262   
Research Exchange inljimu@office.otaru-uc.ac.jp / +81 134-27-5263
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Asahikawa Medical University was founded 
at the behest of the national government in 
November 1973 as the first national medical 
university to be established to improve region-
al medical services and welfare, and reduce 
urban/rural medical-care differences.

To nurture individuals who can contribute to 
medical care in Hokkaido, we set aside approx-
imately half the quota for the Medical Course 
for the selective medical school admission 
policy, which is open to prospective students 

from Hokkaido. As a result, 60% of newly registered 
students are from this prefecture. The graduates of our 
university play a crucial role in accomplishing the mis-
sion of Asahikawa Medical University Hospital.

In recent years, the conception of medical care, es-
pecially in regional medicine, has been changing. We 
can no longer make a clear local-global distinction and 
must be strategic in providing medical care to both 
local communities and people around the world. We 
have been advancing the training of medical special-
ists who not only meet local needs, but can serve the 
needs of people worldwide. Medical education in Ja-
pan, like other educational branches, is becoming glo-
balized and must meet the standards of international 
educational accreditation, so we designed a new cur-
riculum starting from the 2015 academic year.

We are determined to nurture exceptional re-
search-minded medical individuals who can think flex-
ibly and consider multiple perspectives and who can 

deal with the full gamut of medical needs required by regional communities. We, as a think tank in the 
local community, aspire to solve various problems around us, applying our strengths and expertise. 
Looking ahead to the next decade, we are optimistic we can fulfil our goal of giving hope to the pre-
cious lives in our care.

Obihiro University
of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine Asahikawa Medical University

Obihiro University of Agriculture and Veter-
inary Medicine (OUAVM) is the only national 
agricultural university in Japan that provides 
a world-class education in agriculture, animal 
husbandry, and veterinary medicine. Our mis-
sion is to advance knowledge and expand 
practical learning in order to contribute to re-
gional and international societies.

The various issues associated with agricul-
ture and food are inevitably linked with global 
issues such as climate change, food safety, 
energy problems, and infectious diseases. To solve these global 
issues, academic contributions in the field of agriculture, animal 
husbandry and veterinary medicine are indispensable.

The School of Veterinary Medicine has produced veterinarians 
who excel not only in the treatment and prevention of infectious 
diseases but also in the production and management of animals.

Under the slogan “from farm to table”, the School of Agriculture 
offers our students the curriculum that covers life, food, and the 
environmental science so that they will acquire the skills as pro-
fessionals who can be active in a wide range of agricultural and 
livestock fields, including food hygiene.

In this rapidly changing world, OUAVM offers various programs 
to meet the demands of society by collaborating with regional in-
stitutes of research and development and enterprises associated 
with agriculture, food, and animals, as well as with international 
organizations responsible for food safety and those assisting developing countries. To this end, we will 
take action based on four core principles as follows:
1. Develop a curriculum that is equal to the educational level of Europe and America
2. Pursue global collaborative research and educational exchanges with top universities around the 
world
3. Develop human resources through practical training that conforms to international standards for 
safety and hygiene
4. Conduct collaborative research and human resource development suited to the needs of society and 
business

Academics Agriculture, Veterinary Medicine 
Number of Students Undergraduate 1,170 / Graduate 153 / International Students 70   
Contact Details  Inada, Obihiro, Hokkaido 080-8555, Japan / kokusai@obihiro.ac.jp / +81 155-49-5347 / https://
www.obihiro.ac.jp/en/   
Student Exchange rgk@obihiro.ac.jp / +81 155-49-5298   
Research Exchange kokusai@obihiro.ac.jp / +81 155-49-5347

Academics Medicine   
Number of Students Undergraduate 998 / Graduate 120 / International Students 2   
Contact Details 2-1-1-1 Midorigaoka higashi, Asahikawa-city, Hokkaido 078-8510, Japan / kik-all@jimu.asahikawa-
med.ac.jp / +81 166-65-2111 / http://www.asahikawa-med.ac.jp   
Student Exchange gaku-inryu@jimu.asahikawa-med.ac.jp / +81 166-68-2209   
Research Exchange sho-kenkyu@jimu.asahikawa-med.ac.jp / +81 166-68-2187
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Kitami Institute of Technology is the north-
ernmost national university in Japan, located in 
Kitami, a city in the northeastern part of Hok-
kaido, near Japan’s unparalleled scenic spots 
such as Akan, Taisetsu, and Shiretoko Nation-
al Parks. Kitami, with a population of about 
120,000, is the industrial and cultural center of 
the Okhotsk area and plays an active role as a 
campus town, attracting students from all over 
Japan and abroad to study here. 

Due to the rapid development of ICT tech-
nology, the social situation has changed greatly and rapidly in recent years. And the challenges the 
world is facing are becoming extremely diverse and complex. In order to solve such problems, human 
resources with a broad perspective are necessary. Human resources with reliable basic academic skills 
and expertise, but not biased towards one specific specialized field only. The training of such human 
resources is the mission of Kitami Institute of Technology. However, within the framework of our cur-
rent traditional educational system, we couldn’t fully provide the kind of education to cultivate such 
human resources. 

Therefore, we decided at Kitami Institute of Technology 
to drastically review the vertical division of education and 
research organization in specialized fields, and build a new 
education and research organization. Kitami Institute of 
Technology was born again into a new organization com-
posed of inter-disciplinary schools, integrating various spe-
cialized fields with the goal of effective problem solving. Our 
university consists of 2 schools: the School of Earth, Energy 
and Environmental Engineering, and the School of Regional 
Innovation and Social Design Engineering offering various 
undergraduate and graduate programs. 

We hope to see you at our new inter-disciplinary schools 
here in Kitami, a calm environment suitable for studying, to 
acquire academic skills and pursue your future dreams.

Hirosaki University, in its role as a comprehen-
sive public university in the north of Japan, has 
set as its foundation a commitment to serve as 
a core actor for regional revitalization. Taking 
this commitment into consideration, we estab-
lished four strategic areas of concentration, 
renewable energy, the environment, radiation 
emergency medicine, and food. We have sub-
sequently integrated these strategic and relat-
ed themes into our research and educational 
programs. We have also made great headway 
in establishing ties with local organizations and 

governmental bodies. Moreover, we will continue to contrib-
ute to local society through human resource development 
and the fostering of innovation.

Our university motto is: “communicating to the world; cre-
ating with our community”.

Aomori Prefecture ranks at the top of all prefectures in 
regards to installed wind power capacity. Currently, we have 
an ongoing social implementation experiment that uses a 
small-size wind turbine generator to produce enough ener-
gy for an aquaculture operation. This is one example of how 
we promote “local production for local consumption” of re-
newable energy. In these modern times, every community is 
directly connected to the world. Solving regional problems 
is deeply related to solving world problems.

Hirosaki University is located in Hirosaki City, which has a 
rich historical and cultural heritage and is blessed with beau-
tiful nature. While having every modern convenience, the 

city maintains an aura of tradition due to the fact that it was built around an ancient castle surrounded 
by cherry blossom trees, and has numerous historic sites to visit. The city is compact, enabling anyone 
to easily find their way around and the closely-knit community surrounding the campus offers many 
first-hand opportunities to taste everyday life in Japan. We receive a lot of support from local resi-
dents and are happy to have the opportunity to study and work in this ideal environment.

Kitami Institute of Technology Hirosaki University

Academics Engineering   
Number of Students Undergraduate 1,821 / Graduate 285 / International Students 92   
Contact Details 165 Koen-cho, Kitami, Hokkaido 090-8507, Japan / kenkyu05@desk.kitami-it.ac.jp / +81 157-26-
9370 / http://www.kitami-it.ac.jp/en/   
Student Exchange kenkyu05@desk.kitami-it.ac.jp / +81 157-26-9370   
Research Exchange kenkyu05@desk.kitami-it.ac.jp / +81 157-26-9370

Academics Humanities and Social Sciences, Education, Medicine, Health Sciences, Science and Technology, 
Agriculture and Life Science, Regional Studies, Agricultural Sciences   
Number of Students Undergraduate 5,982 / Graduate 880 / International Students 196   
Contact Details 1 Bunkyo-cho, Hirosaki, Aomori 036-8560, Japan  / d-iec@hirosaki-u.ac.jp / +81 172-39-3114 /  
https://www.hirosaki-u.ac.jp/en/   
Student Exchange jm3109@hirosaki-u.ac.jp / +81 172-39-3109   
Research Exchang jm3114@hirosaki-u.ac.jp / +81 172-39-3114
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Outline of Iwate Prefecture and Iwate University
Iwate Prefecture is about 500 kilometers north 

of Tokyo in the Tohoku region. As the second 
largest prefecture in Japan, its area is seven 
times larger than Tokyo’s. The whole prefecture 
of Iwate is well known both for its spectacular 
natural beauty, such as the Rikuchu (saw tooth) 
Coast and Mt. Iwate (called “NANBU-FUJI”) , as 
well as for its cultural assets, including the Chu-
sonji Temple, a UNESCO World Heritage site, in 
the town of Hiraizumi. Iwate University is located 
in Iwate Prefecture’s capital, Morioka City, which 
is one of the principal cities in the Tohoku region. 

The university’s faculties and graduate schools include Human-
ities and Social Sciences, Education, Science and Engineering, 
and Agriculture and there are currently over 5000 students en-
rolled and 700 administration and teaching staff. Also, Iwate 
University is hosting over 200 international students from over 20 
countries.

Iwate University reorganized our Master’s Degree Programs on 
a large scale and established the Graduate School of Arts and 
Sciences (GSAS) in order to use the post-disaster reconstruction 
we have carried out over the last seven years in our education 
and research.

Post-earthquake reconstruction is a local issue specific to Iwate 
Prefecture, as one of the prefectures affected by the Great East 
Japan Earthquake. It is possible to develop an academic analysis 
of Iwate Prefecture in regions across the world that face the same 
issue, and we should actively communicate the results as shared assets of a worldwide standard. We 
also constructed an education center on Kamaishi Campus in order to maintain a practical education 
and research environment for our fishery-related curriculum, newly established after the Earthquake. 
This is one of the results we have achieved with the cooperation of the community, and we believe 
that, as a core institution of the region, we have a duty to support the promotion of the fisheries in-
dustry in Iwate Prefecture. We consider these to be world-leading activities in which we should be 
engaging, and it is thanks to these activities that Iwate University continues to be rooted in the com-
munity.

Iwate University will continue to endeavor in our three missions, education, research, and social con-
tribution, in an effort to answer various expectations of the society.

Tohoku University was established in 1907 as 
Japan’s third national university, and has consis-
tently ranked high among the country’s leading 
academic institutions. It has a diverse community 
of more than 18,000 students, spread across four 
main campuses in Sendai City. With a strong his-
tory of innovation, Tohoku University is home to 
leading, groundbreaking research - most notably 
in materials science, physics and chemistry - and 
encourages academic-industry-government co-
operation. In the eight years since the Great East 
Japan Earthquake, the university has provided 

vital disaster science expertise and support to the region’s reconstruction efforts. It was among the 
first to be named a Designated National University in 2017.

Tohoku University has formed academic exchange 
agreements with many world-leading universities and 
research facilities. We have university-level agreements 
with 231 institutes in 35 countries, and department-level 
agreements with 470 institutes in 62 countries. 

We are also an active member of several international 
university consortia, with which we have implemented 
double degree and joint education programs. We aim 
to continue creating new and innovative collaborations, 
while strengthening the relationships we enjoy with our 
current partners.

The Future Global Leadership Program ( FGL )  offers 3 
undergraduate and 15 graduate degree courses taught 
in English.

Exchange, short-term and double-degree programs are 
available for the students from partner institutions.

The university has 1,197 dormitory rooms for interna-
tional students in addition to its own scholarship pro-
gram.

Iwate University Tohoku University

Academics Humanities and Social Sciences, Education, Science and Engineering, Agriculture   
Number of Students Undergraduate 4,689 / Graduate 827 / International Students 238   
Contact Details 3-18-8 Ueda, Morioka, Iwate  020-8550, Japan / iuic@iwate-u.ac.jp / +81 19-621-6057 / http://
www.iwate-u.ac.jp/english/   
Student Exchange iuic@iwate-u.ac.jp / +81 19-621-6057

Academics Arts and Letters, Education, Law, Economics and Management, Science, Medicine, Dentistry, 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, Engineering, Agricultural Science, International Cultural Studies, Information Sciences, 
Life Sciences, Environmental Studies, Biomedical Engineering, Law School, School of Public Policy, Accounting 
School   
Number of Students Undergraduate 11,373 / Graduate 7,193 / International Students 2,257   
Contact Details 2-1-1 Katahira, Aoba-ku, Sendai 980-8577, Japan / kokusai-g@grp.tohoku.ac.jp / +81 22-217-
4843 / http://www.tohoku.ac.jp/en/   
Student Exchange studyab@grp.tohoku.ac.jp / +81 22-795-3745   
Research Exchange kokusai-g@grp.tohoku.ac.jp / +81 22-217-4843
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Miyagi University of Education is a national 
university committed to training future edu-
cators. Since our establishment, following the 
principle of “Taking the Responsibility to Edu-
cating Teachers,” we have focused on training 
university students to become teachers with 
a strong will for high quality, high proficiency 
and life-long learning. Having been entrusted 
with taking the responsibility of being the base 
of education over a vast area, and redefining 
the Mission Statement, we now aspire to train 
students to become outstanding educators 
following our motto of “For the Future of Education and 
the Future of Children.”

Our university is made up of three curricula in the 
undergraduate school: Elementary School Teacher Edu-
cation; Junior High School Teacher Education; and Spe-
cial Needs Teacher Education, and two curricula in the 
graduate school: Master’s Course and In-service Teacher 
Master’s Course. In all our curricula, we take upon the 
responsibility of training teachers who have exceptional 
human qualities and practical leadership skills and broad 
vision to excel in their chosen field. The professors at 
MUE are devoted to training inspirational teachers on a 
daily basis, as is described in our Diploma Policy. 

There is also an abundance of extra-curricula activities 
available at MUE, including independent research sem-
inars, club activities, volunteer groups, short-term and 
long-term study abroad programs, exchange programs 
and well as strong links with educational organizations 
such as zoological parks and astronomical observatories. In addition, there are firm relationships with 
international organizations such as UNESCO, NIDTEP in Thailand, and active cooperation with affili-
ated universities in several countries. Our professors understand the great importance of rearing the 
next generation as globally minded people.

Akita University is a comprehensive national 
university consisting of both undergraduate 
and graduate programs. Formerly known as 
Akita Normal School, Akita Young Men’s Nor-
mal School, and Akita Mining College, it was 
later established as Akita University in 1949.

Faculty of International Resource Sciences
This is the only Faculty of International Re-

source Sciences in Japan. It is comprised of 
science and technology studies from the fields 
of science and geotechnology with a focus on 

economic minerals and petroleum exploration, development, 
and production. The faculty also provides studies in humanities 
with a focus on the politics and cultures of resource-producing 
nations.

Faculty of Education and Human Studies
The faculty consists of two departments. The Department of 

School Education strives to train the teachers of tomorrow for 
active engagement in regional education through close partner-
ships with real-world classrooms, and the Department of Region-
al Studies and Humanities aims to provide graduates with a mul-
tifaceted perspective for contributing to regional revitalization 
and for helping to resolve regional issues.

Faculty of Medicine
Passing on knowledge and compassion to train tomorrow’s 

medical professionals and researchers.
School of Medicine
School of Health Sciences

Faculty of Engineering Science
This faculty consists of four departments, the department of Life Science, Materials Science, Math-

ematical Science and Electrical-Electronic-Computer Engineering, and Systems Design Engineering. 
These programs train advanced engineers and researchers in developing and researching world-lead-
ing technology such as technologies to help the elderly population, research new materials, and clean 
the environment. The faculty also researches and develops rockets and other aerospace vehicles and 
structures, and researches regional disaster prevention targeting events such as tsunami or snow dam-
age.

Miyagi University of Education Akita University

Academics Education   
Number of Students Undergraduate 1,482 / Graduate 121 / International Students 22   
Contact Details 149 Aramaki-aza-Aoba, Aobaku, Sendai, Miyagi 980-0845, Japan / ryugaku@adm.miyakyo-u.ac.jp 
/ +81 22-214-3654 / http://www.miyakyo-u.ac.jp/english/index.html

Academics International Resource Sciences, Education and Human Studies, Medicine, Engineering Science   
Number of Students Undergraduate 4,384 / Graduate 692 / International Students 202   
Contact Details 1-1 Tegatagakuen-machi, Akita City, Akita 010-8502, Japan / kokusai@jimu.akita-u.ac.jp / +81 18-
889-2856 / http://www.akita-u.ac.jp/eng/index.html   
Student Exchange ryugaku@jimu.akita-u.ac.jp / +81 18-889-2258   
Research Exchange kokusai@jimu.akita-u.ac.jp / +81 18-889-2856
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As of January 31, 2019, Yamagata University has 
92 academic partnership institutions in Asia, Eu-
rope, North America, and elsewhere, and provides 
international students and scholars with study 
abroad opportunities for a semester or a full aca-
demic year in Japan. In an effort to globalize our 
academic resources, we encourage faculty mem-
bers to develop collaborative research and edu-
cation with their counterparts at overseas institu-
tions. We also host international symposiums and 
accept groups of visitors from abroad. Moreover, 
as bases for joint research as well as exchange of 
students, faculty and staff, we are planning to set 
up satellite offices abroad. The first of these was 
opened at Hanoi University of Agriculture in Viet 
Nam in December 2008. The office is being used 
constructively to publicize Yamagata University, 
to attract students wishing to study in Japan, ex-
change of faculty and researchers, and for promo-
tion of international joint research. Today, there 
are seven satellite offices in the world (China, Viet-
nam, Indonesia, Kenya, Peru, Latvia, Mongolia).

Fukushima University was established in 1949 
with two Faculties of Education and Economics 
under the post-war new educational system. At 
present, we have five faculties: Human Devel-
opment and Culture, Administration and Social 
Sciences, Economics and Business Administra-
tion, Symbiotic Systems Science and Food and 
Agricultural Sciences, and four post-graduate 
schools.

The University is situated on a hill in the 
southern part of Fukushima City; the area is 

called “Kanayagawa”, which is 10 km from the city center. 
In addition, as well as the five Faculties, we have an Institute 
and several Centers which, together, constitute a broad-
ly-based, world-class university: the Institute of Environmen-
tal Radioactivity ( IER), the Fukushima Future Centre for Re-
gional Revitalization (FURE), the Centre for Regional Affairs 
(CERA), the School Clinical Support Centre, the Information 
Network Centre, the Health Centre and the International 
Centre.

The University, as a higher-education body in the Prefec-
ture, has been assisting in the recovery from the disasters 
of the areas affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake 
and the nuclear plant accident. Soon after the disasters the 
University established the FURE and the Centre initiated a 
program to help the affected people and regions. Further-
more, the IER was established by the Japanese Government 
in 2013 since when domestic and international experts have 
been engaged in research on the environmental and eco-
logical impact of the dispersed radioactive materials.

The University has a mission to produce global-minded people who will lead and work for Fukushi-
ma in the future to recover from the disasters. And the University wishes to share the experiences and 
lessons learned from the disasters since 2011 with the world.

Yamagata University Fukushima University

Academics Humanities and Social Sciences, Education Art and Science, Science, Medicine, Engineering, 
Agriculture   
Number of Students Undergraduate 7,492 / Graduate 1,260 / International Students 234  
Contact Details 1-4-12 Kojirakawa-machi, Yamagata-shi, Yamagata 990-8560, Japan / rgkokusai@jm.kj.
yamagata-u.ac.jp / +81 23-628-4017 / https://www.yamagata-u.ac.jp/en/  

Academics Human Science, Economics, Psychology, Business Administration, Arts and Literature, Mathematics 
and Information Tecnology, Health and Sports Sciences, Mechanical and Electronics Engineering, Foreign 
Language and Cultures, Materials and Energy Sciences, Law and Politics, Life and Environmental Sciences, 
History and Society, Aglicultural Science, Food Science  
Number of Students Undergraduate 4,191 / Graduate 263 / International Students 106   
Contact Details Kanayagawa 1, Fukushima City, Fukushima 960-1296, Japan / ryugaku@adb.fukushima-u.ac.jp / 
+81 24-503-3066 / http://english.adb.fukushima-u.ac.jp/   
Student / Research Exchange ryugaku@adb.fukushima-u.ac.jp / +81 24-503-3066

18 19



Outline of University
The University of Tokyo (UTokyo) was established 

in 1877 as the first national university in Japan. As 
a leading research university, UTokyo offers courses 
in essentially all academic disciplines at both under-
graduate and graduate levels and conducts research 
across the full spectrum of academic activity. With 
around 4,000 faculties and about 28,000 students, 
evenly divided between undergraduate and graduate 
students, about 10% of which are international stu-
dents, UTokyo is known for the excellence of its facul-
ty and students and ever since its foundation. 

International Activities
UTokyo’s initiative of “Constructing a Global Campus Model” is 

funded by MEXT as part of its Top Global University Project. This ini-
tiative has the following six characteristics:
1. World-class, cutting-edge research taking place in a wide range of 
academic fields
2. A comprehensively reformed education system suitable for the 
modern Globalization Era
3. A wide range of degree programs and courses throughout the 
curriculum available in English
4. A high level of research and teaching carried out in Japanese, and 
courses in languages other than English taking place systematically
5. A diverse environment where academic and administrative staff 
and students of the University can teach, research and work togeth-
er regardless of culture, language, gender, and age while mutually 
understanding each other
6. An organization put into place that supports the Global Campus, and where staff with high levels of 
knowledge and competency is placed throughout the University

UTokyo offers a broad spectrum of unique experiences and opportunities, and invites students from all 
over the world to participate while experiencing Japanese life and culture through the following programs 
for example: 
1. Undergraduate courses offered in English: Global Science Course (GSC), Programs in English at Komaba 
(PEAK)
2. A variety of short-term programs are available over the summer holidays.
3. Student Exchange Programs with partner universities

Tokyo Medical and Dental University (TMDU) 
is the only comprehensive medical university 
in Japan that has both undergraduate and 
graduate programs in medicine and dentist-
ry. The undergraduate programs are offered 
through the Faculty of Medicine and Faculty 
of Dentistry, and prepare students to be med-
ical and dental professionals. Our graduate 
programs in Medical and Dental Sciences and 
Health Care Sciences produce leaders who go 
into research, education or a combination of 
such work. Many professors teach and conduct 

cutting edge research in their respective Faculty or at 
one of our specialized research institutes, such as the 
Medical Research Institute or the Institute of Biomate-
rials and Bioengineering. Today, 3,225 students pursue 
medical, dental, and life science degrees at TMDU, with 
nearly equal numbers of students in undergraduate and 
graduate programs. Undergraduates begin their career 
at the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences to ensure a 
well-rounded education. After moving on to the Faculty 
of Medicine or Faculty of Dentistry, students concentrate 
on a curriculum that is increasingly integrated between 
medical and dental sciences and utilizes an inter-profes-
sional educational approach, just as graduate students at 
TMDU have traditionally enjoyed.

TMDU currently has 367 international students, who are 
predominantly enrolled in the graduate school. In fact, 
despite its relatively small size, TMDU has the largest 
number of international students in the medical and den-
tal fields of any national or public university in Japan. 

TMDU’s Vision is “Cultivating Professionals with Knowledge and Humanity, thereby Contributing to 
People’s Well-being”. We aim to deploy these professionals domestically and globally, and become a 
world-leading integrated medical university.

The University of Tokyo Tokyo Medical and Dental University

Academics Law, Medicine, Engineering, Letters, Science, Agriculture, Economics, Arts and Sciences, Education, 
Phamaceutical Sciences, Mathematical Sciences, Frontier Sciences, Information Science and Technology, 
Interdisciplinary Information Studies, Public Policy   
Number of Students Undergraduate 14,040 / Graduate 14,292 / International Students 4,135   
Contact Details 7-3-1 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-8654, Japan / intlst.adm@gs.mail.u-tokyo.ac.jp / https://
www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/ja/index.html (English) https://www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/index.html (Chinese) https://www.
u-tokyo.ac.jp/zh/index.html (Korean) https://www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/ko/index.html 
Student Exchange intex-ut.adm@gs.mail.u-tokyo.ac.jp

Academics Medicine, Dentistry, Health Care Sciences, Oral Health Care Sciences   
Number of Students  Undergraduate 1,486 / Graduate 1,739 / International Students 367   
Contact Details 1-5-45, Yushima, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-8510, Japan / kouhou.adm@tmd.ac.jp / +81 3-3813-6111 
/ http://www.tmd.ac.jp/english/   
Student Exchange iss.adm@tmd.ac.jp / +81 3-3813-6111   
Research Exchange uraoffice.adm@tmd.ac.jp / +81 3-3813-6111
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Tokyo University of Foreign Studies ( TUFS ) is 
the oldest instituition in Japan that is devoted 
to international studies. It began as Bansho 
Shirabesho ( Institution for Research of Foreign 
Documents ), a government translation bureau 
founded in 1857. It was then established as an 
independent educational and research insti-
tution with the name Tokyo Gaikokugo Gakko 
( Tokyo School of Foreign Languages) in 1899. 
In 1999, the University celebrated the 100th 
anniversary of its “independence”.

The present campus is located in Fuchu City, 
a suburb in the western part of Tokyo. Students belong-
ing to the schools of Language and Culture Studies (1480 
students), International and Area Studies (1500 students), 
and the Graduate School of Global Studies (148 students 
enroll in the Master’s Course and 40 students in the Doc-
toral Course every year) study about languages and cul-
tures of the world.

In addition to this, the campus also holds the Research 
Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa 
and the Japanese Language Center for International Stu-
dents.

TUFS was selected as the ‘Top Global University’ in 
2014 by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Sci-
ence and Technology; MEXT ( Type B : Toward Globaliza-
tion).

[Educational Objectives]
TUFS offers comprehensive research and education in 

the languages, cultures and societies of various areas in 
the world including Japan. We aim to develop human re-
sources, who will be able to address global issues. By collaborating with people from various cultural 
backgrounds, acquiring and utilizing a broad education and a variety of views with a flexible thought 
process, rich sensibility, and advanced language ability, TUFS students will be armed with both knowl-
edge and adaptability to meet all modern global challenges. 

History
Tokyo Gakugei University was formally char-

tered as a university in 1949 when four teacher 
training institutions in Tokyo from the pre-war 
era were merged.

In 1966 the Faculty of Liberal Arts was 
changed to Faculty of Education, and a Gradu-
ate School of Education (master’s program) was 
established to provide education and research 
in a wide range of fields from humanities and 
social sciences to natural science, physical edu-
cation, and the arts.

In 2015, the Teacher Training Division was reorganized 
as the School Education Division, and the Liberal Arts 
Division was reorganized as the Educational Specialist 
Division.

Core Objectives
Tokyo Gakugei University plays a leading role in the 

transformation of society through education. Our mission 
is to respond to the characteristics of contemporary soci-
ety, including the growth of a knowledge-based society, 
increasing globalization, the diversification of education-
al challenges, and the exhaustion of local communities, 
by cultivating human resources who contribute to educa-
tion for the children of the next generation to give them 
four key strengths: the strength to work together to solve 
challenges, the strength that comes from valuing diversi-
ty, the strength to reflect on and express themselves, and 
the strength to create a new society. We have been a full 
curriculum education university that has helped to train 
valuable educators in a wide variety of education practic-

es and subject curricula in primary and secondary education.  
Now, recognizing MEXT’s Third Medium-term Objective Period as a major turning point for Japa-

nese society and education, we aim to act as a nationwide center to lead Japanese education and to 
be an international hub that will bring the results of Japanese education to a wider audience around 
the world.

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies Tokyo Gakugei University

Academics Language and Culture Studies, International and Area Studies, Global Studies   
Number of Students Undergraduate 3,865 / Graduate 555 / International Students 753   
Contact Details 3-11-1 Asahi-cho, Fuchu-shi, Tokyo 183-8534, Japan / soumu-koho@tufs.ac.jp / +81 42-330-5111 
/ http://www.tufs.ac.jp/english/   
Student Exchange ryugakushien@tufs.ac.jp / +81 42-330-5113   
Research Exchange kokusai-kyoten@tufs.ac.jp / +81 42-330-5594

Academics Education   
Number of Students Undergraduate 4,615 / Graduate 927 / International Students 243   
Contact Details 4-1-1 Nukui-kita-machi, Koganei-shi, Tokyo 184-8501, Japan / ryuugaku@u-gakugei.ac.jp / +81 
42-329-7763 / http://www.u-gakugei.ac.jp/english/   
Student Exchange ryuugaku@u-gakugei.ac.jp / +81 42-329-7763   
Research Exchange kokusai@u-gakugei.ac.jp / +81 42-329-7849
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Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technolo-
gy ( TUAT) was founded in 1874 when the Agri-
cultural Training Institute and Silkworm Diseas-
es Experiment Section were established under 
the Industrial Encouragement Department of 
Ministry of Home Affairs. The two institutions 
respectively evolved into the Faculty of Agri-
culture and the Faculty of Engineering of TUAT 
in 1949. Likewise, TUAT has a long history and 
tradition of over 140 years.

TUAT strives to tackle the challenges towards 
“the realization of sustainable development of society”, the needs which became prominent in the 
20th century. Through education and research based on flexible ideas in agriculture, engineering and 
the combined fields, TUAT promotes its philosophy to contribute to the progress of science and tech-
nology in harmony with the world peace, society, and nature, as well as to develop human resources 
with capability to challenge problems and to creation of knowledge.  

[Strengths and plans]
In the Third Medium-term Plan of TUAT, starting from the 

2016 fiscal year, the President’s vision calls for achievement 
of “globally-recognized research university”. We aim to 
play a vital role as a university that can strengthen Japanese 
presence in the world. By actively promoting following func-
tions, TUAT strives to become competitive with international 
universities which maintain outstanding achievements, and 
to promote education research and social implementation 
with excellence.
1. Globally-competitive research ability.
2. Education and research with interactive capacity in the 
international community.
3. Leadership role in the Japanese industries to strengthen 
presence in the international community.
4. Training of advanced level of innovation leaders.

Tokyo University of the Arts ( Tokyo Geidai) 
was formed by the merger of the Tokyo Fine 
Arts School and the Tokyo Music School, both 
founded in 1887 as pioneers of modern art and 
music education in Japan. Today, the university 
consists of the Faculties of Fine Arts and Music 
and the Graduate School of Film and New Me-
dia, as well as the Graduate School of Global 
Arts, thus offering a wide range of courses in 
the field of the arts.

To fully demonstrate its capability and attrac-
tion as a globally unparalleled comprehensive arts university and 
rigorously promote the cultivation of outstanding artists who can 
play an active role in the world, we strive to enhance, to a greater 
extent, our education and research environments as well as sup-
port for our students under the “Tokyo Geidai NEXT 10 Vision.”

Specifically, we will focus on the following:
(1) Promote initiatives to attract prominent artists from overseas, 
as well as diverse specialists and practitioners
(2) Expand opportunities to acquire international experience 
through means such as sending students to overseas universities, 
art festivals, and music festivals
(3) Enhance practical education and research programs in art or-
ganizations, businesses, etc.
(4) Enhance the university’s education and research environment 
to ensure thorough, individualized instruction and small-group 
learning

(5) Expand specialist staff who support hands-on guidance and practical training in workshops, studios, etc.
(6) Provide world-class large workshop facilities, musical instruments, and filming and editing equipment

As the only national arts university in Japan, Tokyo Geidai will continue efforts to nurture the next 
generation of outstanding artists in order to promote the power of Japanese art and culture and to 
contribute towards the global development of art through a close collaboration with relevant organi-
zations including the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology and the 
Agency for Cultural Affairs.

Tokyo University of
Agriculture and Technology Tokyo University of the Arts

Academics Agriculture, Engineering   
Number of Students Undergraduate 3,867 / Graduate 2,124 / International Students 349   
Contact Details 3-8-1 Harumi-cho, Fuchu-shi, Tokyo 183-8538, Japan / kokusai@cc.tuat.ac.jp / +81 42-367-5913 / 
https://www.tuat.ac.jp/en/ 
Student Exchange kokusai@cc.tuat.ac.jp / +81 42-367-5913   
Research Exchange urac@ml.tuat.ac.jp

Academics Fine Arts, Music, Film and New Media, Global Arts   
Number of Students Undergraduate 2,108 / Graduate 1,449 / International Students 329   
Contact Details 12-8 Ueno Park, Taito Ward, Tokyo 110-8714, Japan / intl-tua@ml.geidai.ac.jp / +81 50-5525-
2785 / http://global.geidai.ac.jp/e/   
Student Exchange intl-tua@ml.geidai.ac.jp / +81 50-5525-2785   
Research Exchange intl-tua@ml.geidai.ac.jp / +81 50-5525-2785

24 25



Tokyo Tech is the top national university for 
science and technology in Japan with a history 
spanning almost 140 years. Of the approximately 
10,000 students at the Ookayama, Suzukakedai, 
and Tamachi Campuses, half are in their bachelor’s 
degree program while the other half are in mas-
ter’s and doctoral degree programs. International 
students number 1,700. There are 1,100 faculty 
and 600 administrative and technical staff mem-
bers.

Tokyo Tech has launched a new education sys-
tem in April 2016 and undergraduate and grad-
uate schools are now joined for the first time in 
Japan. Through this new system, Tokyo Tech seeks 
to develop talented people in the fields of science 
and technology with the expertise and skills to 
lead.

While leading the world in several research fields 
already, Tokyo Tech is carrying out plans to further 
strengthen its research. 

Today the world faces many issues on a global 
level and needs the outcomes of scientific and 
technological research to solve them. 

The Institute will become a research and educa-
tional hub which will attract outstanding interna-
tional researchers and students to work on these 
problems.

Tokyo Tech is the best sci-tech university in Ja-
pan, and embraces the challenges of becoming 
one of the world’s top 10 research universities with 
spirit, enthusiasm and confidence. The Tokyo Tech 
community continues to strive for the betterment 
of society.

Tokyo University of Marine Science and Tech-
nology (TUMSAT) was founded in 2003 through 
the merger of Tokyo University of Mercantile 
Marine and Tokyo University of Fisheries. These 
two former universities were founded in 1875 
and 1888, respectively, and TUMSAT prides 
itself on history and tradition of 140 years. 

TUMSAT has inherited from its predecessors 
its personality, characteristics and traditions, 
and plays a key role as Japan’s only marine 
university through its education and research 

activities based on the motto “Voices from the Ocean,” supporting the development of Japan as a 
maritime nation. 

In April 2017, we created the School of Marine Resources and Environment, to help address the 
pressing issues that we face, nurture talent that can lead the way in the creation of new marine in-
dustry, make efficient use of marine resources, and remain internationally competitive. Based on an 
understanding of marine science from the atmosphere to the seafloor, the school fosters professionals 

who can work globally in the exploration of oceanic energy 
and seafloor resources, and the preservation and restoration 
of the marine environment. By developing such experts, we 
hope to contribute to the creation of marine industries. 

To respond to the demands of globalization, we are devising 
an English education program, with lectures in English and 
abroad study programs, aiming to nurture marine specialists 
who can be active worldwide. Moreover, we are implement-
ing the OQEANOUS program, selected as the Re-inventing 
Japan Project in 2016, which is a student exchange program 
including a double degree program by the credit transfer sys-
tem. Based on agreements with 101 universities and institutes 
across 31 countries and regions, we are developing interna-
tional exchanges (as of March 2019). Having international 
students accounting for almost 30 percent of the graduate 
student body, we are one of the most internationally active 
universities in Japan.

Tokyo Institute of Technology Tokyo University of 
Marine Science and Technology

Academics Science, Engineering, Materials and Chemical Technology, Computing, Life Science and Technology, 
Environment and Society   
Number of Students Undergraduate 4,828 / Graduate 5,384 / International Students 1,693   
Contact Details 2-12-1 Ookayama, Meguro-ku, Tokyo 152-8550, Japan / pr@jim.titech.ac.jp / +81 3-3726-1111 / 
http://www.titech.ac.jp/english/index.html   
Student Exchange ryu.kor3@jim.titech.ac.jp / +81 3-5734-3027   
Research Exchange kenkik.kik2@jim.titech.ac.jp / +81 3-5734-3803

Academics Marine Life Science, Marine Technology, Marine Resources and Environment   
Number of Students Undergraduate 1,990 / Graduate 720 / International Students 255   
Contact Details 4-5-7 Konan, Minato-ku,Tokyo 108-8477, Japan / ks-koku@o.kaiyodai.ac.jp / +81 3-5463-0675 / 
https://www.kaiyodai.ac.jp/english/   
Student Exchange iss@o.kaiyodai.ac.jp / +81 3-5463-4052   
Research Exchange ks-koku@o.kaiyodai.ac.jp / +81 3-5463-0675
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Mission
“Ochanomizu University will support all women, 

regardless of age or nationality, in protecting their 
individual dignity and rights, freely developing 
their unique qualities and capabilities, and pursu-
ing personal learning so as to satisfy their intellec-
tual appetites.”

As a pioneer of women’s education in Japan, 
Ochanomizu University offers programs that will 
develop women capable of being opinion lead-
ers in politics, economics, academia, culture, and 
other fields on the international stage. These pro-
grams – that of the “21st century Ochanomizu University model” – 
focus on three areas:
1. Development of higher education for women into the future
2. Centralization of research and 21st century liberal arts education
3. Social contribution and international exchange 

Cutting-edge research and development based on new ways of 
thinking is a unique feature of research at Ochanomizu University.

Admission and Support Information for International Students
.Admission: There are special entrance examinations. Check the 
website; http://www.ao.ocha.ac.jp/index.html
.Support Information:
1. Scholarship
2. Exemption and Extension for tuition fee
3. Tutor System
4. Peer Sport System, Mentor System

Message from University
Approximately 240 internaitonal students from over 30 countries are currently enrolled in Ochan-

omizu University for study research in various fields. In order for international students to get accus-
tomed to the Japanese culture as well as to encourage their friendship with Japanese and other inter-
national students, we hold various events as follows:

International Festival / Japanese traditional flower arrangement class / Kimono class/Japanese tradi-
tional calligraphy class / Summer Program (taught in Japanese/English).

We are looking forward to welcoming you at Ochanomizu University.

The mission of the University of Electro-Com-
munications (UEC) is to cultivate academic ex-
cellences that bring about bright future of the 
earth and humanity, as well as create leading 
knowledge and skills. In order to achieve these 
goals, UEC has established three fundamental 
principles: “Pursuing education and research at 
the cutting-edge of science and technology for 
the benefit of the all humankind”; “Cultivating 
talented researchers and engineers who will be 
successful internationally to take the initiative in 
various fields”; and “Creating engagement and 

cooperation with society through practical applications 
of the achievements of pioneering research activities in 
science and technology”.

As an action guideline for the realization of these prin-
ciples, UEC declared the new UEC Vision in April, 2019. 
The essence of the Vision is “Providing an environment 
where global and unique students and researchers can 
gather to pursue their activities in a borderless manner”, 
“Training human resources capable of leading the ad-
vancement of science and technology, with interdisci-
plinary and pluralistic thinking power, while keeping their 
own expertise, within the dynamism of comprehensive 
communication sciences”, and “Creation of fusion-bor-
der based academic disciplines that are not bound by 
established concepts”.

On December 8, 2018, UEC celebrated the centennial 
anniversary of its foundation under the slogan “ひ ら け 
(hirake), INNOVATION !”. The first word of the slogan is 

a Japanese Hiragana, “ひらけ”, which has many meaning such as open, start, create, lead, develop, 
expand, and so on.

In the next 100 years, we will continue to create new value to contribute to the development of a 
sustainable society, and cultivate innovation leaders with global perspectives under the slogan “ひらけ , 
INNOVATION !”.

Ochanomizu University The University of Electro-Communications

Academics Letters, Education, Science, Human Life and Environmental Sciences, Humanities and Sciences   
Number of Students Undergraduate 2,046 / Graduate 851 / International Students 240   
Contact Details 2-1-1 Otsuka, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 112-8610, Japan / ryu@cc.ocha.ac.jp / +81 3-5978-5722 / http://
www.ocha.ac.jp/en/index.html   
Student Exchange ryunai@cc.ocha.ac.jp / +81 3-5978-5143   
Research Exchange kenkyo-TL@cc.ocha.ac.jp / +81 3-5978-5502 / +81 3-5978-5163

Academics Informatics and Engineering   
Number of Students Undergraduate 3,455 / Graduate 1,383 / International Students 312   
Contact Details 1-5-1 Chofugaoka, Chofu, Tokyo 182-8585, Japan / kouhou-k@office.uec.ac.jp / +81 42-443-5019 
/ http://www.uec.ac.jp/eng/   
Student Exchange kokusai-k@office.uec.ac.jp / +8142-443-5115   
Research Exchange kokusai-k@office.uec.ac.jp / +8142-443-5115
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Throughout the 140 years of its history, Hitot-
subashi University has steadily developed into 
one of Japan’s leading research universities in the 
field of social sciences. The university’s particular 
strengths lie in academic research with practical 
applications. Such studies include research direct-
ed toward providing solutions and redesigning 
systems related to society, the economy and the 
law in Japan and worldwide, research to help im-
prove business management, and much more.

 Hitotsubashi University offers a wide range of 
educational opportunities. Students can specialize 
in almost any field of the social sciences, including 
management, economics, finance, law, sociology 
and history. Through its unique zemi (seminar-style) 
teaching system that focuses on small groups of 
about 7 or 8 students, Hitotsubashi University pro-
vides an academic environment that values and 
nurtures each and every student. In addition to 
their respective specialized disciplines, students 
are encouraged to take courses from other depart-
ments to broaden their knowledge. The university 
also hosts international students from all over the 
world. Over 850 students from 53 countries are 
now enrolled at Hitotsubashi, creating a university 
community with a distinctly cosmopolitan flavor.

 In an increasingly globalized world, Hitotsubashi 
University vows to build upon its long-standing 
tradition and commitment to progress, and to con-
tinue to fulfill its role at the center of cutting-edge 
research and education.

Located in the heart of the fascinating city of 
Tokyo, The National Graduate Institute for Policy 
Studies (GRIPS) is an international premier policy 
school with the aim of contributing to the better-
ment of democratic governance around the world. 
We excel at providing interdisciplinary education 
for future leaders in the public sector and conduct 
research on contemporary policy issues to gener-
ate innovative solutions.

Founded in 1997 as a stand-alone graduate insti-
tute, GRIPS is comprised of world-class academics 
and distinguished practitioners with expertise in 
public sector policy formulation and management. 
Around 20% of the faculty and over 60% of stu-
dents are recruited from outside Japan. Our vi-
brant, diverse student body consists of almost 400 
members hailing from 65 countries and regions – 
all with the ambition to advance good governance 
across the globe or contribute to policy related 
research. 

We offer a diverse array of Master’s and Doctoral 
Programs, from which students cultivate the ability 
to analyze issues and suggest solutions, develop 
interdisciplinary knowledge and skills that span 
related fields, and gain practical expertise. In ad-
dition to our degree programs, we also offer exec-
utive level short term training programs across a 
wide range of themes. 

Since our inception, our achievements in pro-
moting good governance are considerable and 
far-reaching. Today, our impressive Alumni network 
of over 4,200 strong are actively shaping policy in 
more than 110 countries around the world. 

Hitotsubashi University National Graduate Institute for 
Policy Studies

Academics Management, Business, MBA, Economics, Law, Politics, Sociology, Linguistics   
Number of Students Undergraduate 4,402 / Graduate 2,002 / International Students 904   
Contact Details 2-1 Naka, Kunitachi, Tokyo  186-8601, Japan / wwwadm@dm.hit-u.ac.jp / +81 42-580-8000 / 
http://www.hit-u.ac.jp/eng/   
Student Exchange (Inbound) edu-gs.g2@dm.hit-u.ac.jp (Outbound) edu-gs.g@dm.hit-u.ac.jp / (Inbound) +81 42-
580-8162 (Outbound) +81 42-580-8764   
Research Exchange res-kk.g@dm.hit-u.ac.jp / +81 42-580-8055

Academics Policy Studies   
Number of Students Undergraduate 0 / Graduate 380 / International Students 264  
Contact Details 7-22-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-8677, Japan / kouhou@grips.ac.jp / +81 3-6439-6100 / 
http://www.grips.ac.jp/en/
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Ibaraki University is located in Ibaraki Pre-
fecture, facing the Pacific Ocean to the east 
and bordering the Tokyo metropolitan area to 
the south. While inheriting the ethos of hon-
oring scholarship and education, such as the 
Kodokan—established in the 19th century as 
the Mito Clan’s school for the feudal domains, 
Ibaraki University engages in education and 
research across Colleges of Humanities and 
Social Sciences, Education, Science, Engineer-
ing, and Agriculture, and in regional cooper-
ation activities. Ibaraki University is active in 
industry-university cooperation initiatives for the industrial technology centering Hitachi city—the 
birthplace of Hitachi, Ltd., and technology development, and international collaboration in agriculture 
based on Ibaraki Prefecture’s characteristic producing the country’s second-largest agricultural prod-
ucts. We are also putting our efforts into conserving and promoting culture and arts of the region. As 
the symbol of the cultural heritage, we manage and exhibit with pride the old house and a garden 
built by Okakura-Kakuzo ( Tenshin), who is known for a pioneer for discovery and conservation of Jap-
anese culture in the Meiji Era and the author of “The Book of Tea”.

Ibaraki Prefecture accommodates state-of-the-art research 
facilities such as those in Tsukuba Science City and nuclear 
science institutes in Tokai Village. Under the collaboration 
with these institutes, Ibaraki University continues research 
and education on quantum beam science utilizing the 
high-intensity proton accelerator facility ( J-PARC ).

As for the international network for higher education and 
research, we are promoting the exchange of research and 
education focusing on the Asia and Pacific Region. In this 
area, major focus is on sustainability science and climate 
change promoted by our Institute for Global Change Adap-
tation Science (ICAS).

Through these efforts, we aim to develop “university con-
tribution to the region’s sustainable vitalization as the center 
of knowledge, and university exhibiting unique achievement 
of education and research globally.”

The University of Tsukuba is the anchor insti-
tution of Tsukuba Science City — Japan’s largest 
“science city,” which has 29 national research 
institutes and more than 200 private research 
organizations. 

  
The University of Tsukuba aims to cross the 

borders that separate a variety of organiza-
tions, such as those between nations, research 
institutions, and fields of study. The University’s 
network is expanding globally. In particular, 
the University has entered into eight cam-

pus-in-campus arrangements with universities in six countries 
and regions, thereby promoting close cooperative relationships 
between education and research. At present, the University hosts 
approximately 2,500 international students from more than 110 
countries and regions.

Collaboration is essential in order to achieve high-quality out-
comes with limited resources. 

The joint research being conducted with the research facilities 
within Tsukuba Science City is expanding into drug development, 
robotics engineering, space medicine, plant breeding, astrophys-
ics, and sleep science, as well as a wide variety of interdisciplin-
ary areas.

The University is also engaging in the support of venture corpo-
rations. Thus far, a total of 141 companies have originated from 
the University, including Cyberdyne, Inc.

A frontrunner in university reform in Japan, the University is creating a flexible education and re-
search structure as well as a university system to meet the needs of the next generation. It aspires to 
be a comprehensive university, continuously meeting new challenges and developing new areas. The 
foremost mission of a university is to provide an environment that allows future leaders to realize their 
full potential. The University of Tsukuba gives students the opportunity develop their individuality and 
skills through an education that is backed by cutting-edge research.

Ibaraki University University of Tsukuba

Academics Humanities and Social Sciences, Education, Science, Engineering, Agriculture   
Number of Students Undergraduate 6,862 / Graduate 1,126 / International Students 373   
Contact Details 2-1-1 Bunkyo, Mito, Ibaraki  310-8512, Japan / http://www.ibaraki.ac.jp/en/generalinfo/inquiry/
index.html / +81 29-228-8111 
Student Exchange StudentExchange01@ml.ibaraki.ac.jp / +81 29-228-8056 
Research Exchange gj-soumu@ml.ibaraki.ac.jp / +81 29-228-8608

Academics Humanities and Culture, Social and International Studies, Human Sciences, Life and Environmental 
Sciences, Science and Engineering, Informatics, Medicine and Medical Sciences, Health and Physical 
Education, Art and Design, Education, Business Sciences, Pure and Applied Sciences, Systems and Information 
Engineering, Library, Information and Media Studies   
Number of Students Undergraduate 9,909 / Graduate 6,794 / International Students 2,457   
Contact Details 1-1-1 Tennodai, Tsukuba-shi, Ibaraki 305-8577, Japan / https://www.tsukuba.ac.jp/inquiry / +81 
29-853-2066 / http://www.tsukuba.ac.jp/en/
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The Tsukuba University of Technology is a 
National University Corporation, which was 
founded in 1987 as a unique, higher-education 
facility specializing in educating students with 
auditory and visual difficulties in order to en-
courage students under the visual and auditory 
constraints to study to the fullest and improve 
their abilities in a barrier-free educational envi-
ronment, and accomplish their social indepen-
dence while participating in and contributing 
to society as leaders.

Faculties, Graduate
Faculty of Industrial Technology
Department of Industrial Information, Department of Synthetic Design
Faculty of Health Sciences
Department of Health, Department of Computer Science
Graduate School of Technology and Science
Division of Industrial Technology, Division of Health Sciences, Division of Information and Communi-
cation Accessibility

Qualifications for admission
Faculty of Industrial Technology and the Division of Industrial 
Technology for people with hearing disabilities
Students who have a hearing level of about 60 dB or more in 
both ears* or find it impossible or very difficult to hear voices at 
normal loudness even with the use of a hearing aid.
*Hearing level of unaided ears (i.e. ears without hearing aids or 
cochlear implants turned off )
Faculty of Health Sciences and the Division of Health Sciences for 
people with visual disabilities
Corrected eyesight: less than approximately 0.3
Students who have a high level of deterioration in visual perfor-
mance besides eyesight (field of view, etc.) or are at risk of suffer-
ing from deteriorating eyesight or decreased visual performance 
in the future, even with corrected vision of 0.3 or higher.
Disability is not a criterion for admission to the Division of Infor-
mation and Communication Accessibility.

The UDAI Spirit = Pioneer a Bright Future with 
the “3C Spirit”

At Utsunomiya University (UDAI), we cherish 
the “3C Spirit.” The 3C’s are “Challenge,” 
“Change,” and “Contribute.” We are pioneer-
ing a bright future by actively challenging new 
things, by constantly changing ourselves to 
adapt to these changing times, and by gener-
ously contributing to our society. We strongly 
resolve to cultivate this spirit and make it a vital 
part of our university’s culture so that we, both 
students and faculty, working together, will be 

at the forefront of our future society.

To reach this goal, we are improving our education system with 
new programs so that our students can develop “Active Intel-
ligence.” One of these new programs is the nationally-famous 
English Program of Utsunomiya University (EPUU). Another is 
“Active Learning,” a method incorporated into many of the sub-
jects offered here, which changes learning from a passive process 
into an exciting activity where students deepen their thinking by 
proactively discussing specific issues among themselves. Taking 
advantage of this university’s medium size with limited student 
numbers, the faculty and students can meet face to face. This 
allows us to effectively provide individual guidance to each stu-
dent.

Furthermore, from 2016, in addition to our present four fac-
ulties, the Faculty of International Studies, the Faculty of Edu-

cation, the Faculty of Engineering, and the Faculty of Agriculture, we established a new faculty, the 
Faculty of Regional Design. Utsunomiya University is itself evolving by incorporating the “3C Spirit” to 
provide education that corresponds to our changing world.

Our aim is to take care of our students better than any other university in Japan and we will accom-
plish this by enthusiastically supporting our students and by approaching issues from their perspective.

I want to challenge everyone at Utsunomiya University to learn and pioneer the future together!

Tsukuba University of Technology Utsunomiya University

Academics Engineering, Design, Acupuncture and Moxibustion, Physical Therapy, Information and Communication 
Accessibility  
Number of Students Undergraduate 320 / Graduate 30 / International Students 7   
Contact Details 4-3-15 Amakubo, Tsukuba City, Ibaraki 305-8520, Japan / shomu@ad.tsukuba-tech.ac.jp / +81 
29-852-2931 / https://www.tsukuba-tech.ac.jp/english/index.html  
Student Exchange gakuseia@ad.tsukuba-tech.ac.jp / +81 29-858-9326   
Research Exchange kenkyo@ad.tsukuba-tech.ac.jp / +81 29-858-9339

Academics Regional Design, International Studies, Education, Engineering, Agriculture   
Number of Students Undergraduate 4,071 / Graduate 867 / International Students 249   
Contact Details 350 Mine-machi, Utsunomiya-shi, Tochigi 321-8505, Japan / ryuugak1@miya.jm.utsunomiya-u.
ac.jp / +81 28-649-8167 / https://www.utsunomiya-u.ac.jp/en/   
Student Exchange ryuugak1@miya.jm.utsunomiya-u.ac.jp / +81 28-649-8167   
Research Exchange ryuugak1@miya.jm.utsunomiya-u.ac.jp / +81 28-649-8167
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Gunma University (GU) was established in May 
1949 integrating higher education institutions in 
the field of elementary school education, techni-
cal engineering and medical sciences. For more 
than 70 years, GU has been expanding and as a 
result, it is now comprised of four faculties and five 
graduate schools that include Education, Social 
and Information Studies, Science and Technology, 
Medicine, and Health Sciences. Basing itself on a 
strong scientific foundation, GU has founded ad-
vanced research centers such as the “Institute for 
Molecular and Cellular Regulation,” the “Heavy 
Ion Medical Center” and so on.

Gunma Prefecture is geographically located in the center of 
Japan and is approximately one hour’s train ride from central 
Tokyo. Taking advantage of its accessibility and the university’s 
unique points of attraction, more than 250 international students 
are currently studying at Gunma University from countries such 
as China, Malaysia, Indonesia, Vietnam, and 22 other countries 
and regions. Many international students in graduate school are 
participating in pioneer educational projects such as the “Program 
for Cultivating Global Leaders in Heavy Ion Therapeutics and En-
gineering” and the “Asia Nuclear Medicine Graduate Program.”

In 2017, GU established a major project regarding next gener-
ation mobility to develop a variety of autonomous cars and con-
tribute to society’s innovation in the area of local transportation. 
Key individuals have emerged as a result of GU’s tenure track project. 

In the same year, GU funded the Centre for Mathematics and Data Science in order to foster the 
development of professional data scientists and IT security specialists who can deal with cutting-edge 
technologies such as AI, Big Data and IoT. In addition, GU established the Centre for Food Science 
and Wellness, which creates highly functional and high value added foods using farm products pro-
duced in Gunma. It contributes to further development of regional food industries as well as local 
people’s wellness.  

GU will continue to respond to today’s global demands through educational and research activities 
in the field of science and technology, medicine, education, and social information studies. 

Saitama University (SU) is situated in the south-
east part of Saitama Prefecture, a part of the Tokyo 
metropolitan area; approximately one hour from 
JR Tokyo station by public transportation. SU is 
distinctive in the fact that all 5 undergraduate and 
3 graduate schools are located together within the 
Okubo campus. This is advantageous in many re-
spects for our education, extracurricular activities, 
and student life.  Surrounded by beautiful nature, 
SU offers its students an ideal environment for 
their academic activities.

As a university open to the world, SU has been 
actively engaging to have agreements on academ-
ic exchange with overseas universities in order to 
implement our international engagement. The uni-
versity’s international community consists of 620 
international students from 43 countries and areas. 

As a comprehensive institution, SU has set the 
following goals, in line with its key policies of de-
veloping human resources as the mainstay of a 
civil society and generating knowledge and tech-
nology in response to the demands of the day:
1: To fulfill a universal role as a seat of knowledge
2: To strive to solve the challenges facing contem-
porary society
3: To contribute to the global community

Gunma University Saitama University

Academics Education, Social and Information Studies, Medicine, Health Sciences, Science and Technology   
Number of Students Undergraduate 5,135 / Graduate 1,363 / International Students 265   
Contact Details 4-2 Aramaki-machi, Maebashi-City, Gunma 371-8510, Japan / g-exchange@jimu.gunma-u.ac.jp / 
+81-27-220-7628 / http://www.gunma-u.ac.jp/english/index-e2.html   
Student Exchange g-exchange@jimu.gunma-u.ac.jp / +81-27-220-7627   
Research Exchange kenkyu@jimu.gunma-u.ac.jp / +81-27-220-7549

Academics Liberal Arts, Economics, Education, Science, Engineering, Humanities and Social Sciences, Education, 
Science and Engineering   
Number of Students Undergraduate 6,954 / Graduate 1,604 / International Students 620   
Contact Details 255 Shimo-Okubo, Sakura-ku, Saitama City, Saitama 338-8570, Japan / kokusai@gr.saitama-u.
ac.jp / +81 48-858-3908 / http://en.saitama-u.ac.jp/   
Student Exchange ryugaku@gr.saitama-u.ac.jp / +81 48-858-9061   
Research Exchange kokusai@gr.saitama-u.ac.jp / +81 48-858-3908
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Chiba University undertakes teaching and re-
search to maintain, disseminate and advance 
knowledge. In its teaching Chiba University will 
seek to meet the interests of students and the 
needs of the community, and to foster gener-
ally the exploration and discovery of ideas and 
knowledge.

Since the foundation of its predecessor in 1872, 
the University has achieved national acclaim, and 
has grown to become a world-class university 
that has contributed significantly to the society. 
Chiba University has links with leading univer-
sities in all over the world. With 10 faculties, 13 
graduate schools, one of the largest university hospitals in Japan, 
and 20 research centers in four beautiful campuses, Chiba Univer-
sity is achieving its goal to become a world-leading institution by 
working closely with students, researchers, faculty, administration, 
our local community, our country, and people all over the world. 

Chiba University pursues to create global campus through 
improving curriculum, promoting study abroad and faculty and 
staff development based on “Top Global University Project” and 
“SKIPWISE Program”.

Admission & Support Information
For admission guidelines, please directly contact the faculty /

graduate school of your interest: admission policies and outlines 
vary depending on majors and degrees. (http://www.chiba-u.
ac.jp/e/education/index.html)

Information such as scholarship, housing, Japanese language 
courses, and cultural exchange opportunities is offered at In-
ternational Student Division (http://www.chiba-u.ac.jp/international/isd/index.html). International Stu-
dent Division also has a helpdesk called International Support Desk ( ISD) which functions as a primary 
contact for international students, providing services and assistances to help international students for 
adapting in life in Japan and at Chiba University. Visit the website of ISD (http://www.chiba-u.ac.jp/
international/isd/english/index.html) for more details.

YNU, located in the global city Yokohama, 
has had close collaborations with local schools, 
communities, industries, and international or-
ganizations from the beginning of its history. 
The collaborations have been empowered by 
offering life-long study programs and techno-
logical workshops to YNU students and the 
local community throughout the YNU Glob-
al-Local Education and Research Center and its 
partnerships.

YNU has been known as one of the leading 
universities in Japan. With around 10,000 students, leafy cam-
pus and modern facilities, YNU has long been committed to 
playing a global role with a long-term perspective. Students 
can enjoy lectures, seminars, workshop-style studio activities 
in small groups, and internships in the metropolitan area. YNU 
is highly internationalized, with about 1,000 international stu-
dents from around the world.

There are international programs taught in English on the 
undergraduate and graduate levels in the fields of urban sci-
ences, economics, business administration, law, engineering 
sciences, and infrastructural management. The applicants 
are required to be proficient in English but do not need any 
Japanese skills. Students can receive scholarships and finan-
cial support from the Japanese government (MEXT), Japan 
Student Service Organization (JASSO), Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA), the World Bank, and foreign 
governments. Also, there is a unique program called “Global 

Doctoral Program for Academic Career Support (GDACS)”, a doctoral program for faculty members of 
universities in emerging nations. Applicants do not need to pay application fees and successful appli-
cants are exempt from admission and tuition fees.

YNU has key research stations under the YNU Institute for Advanced Sciences which aims to pro-
mote advancement of cutting-edge research. They have been active for their outputs in journal 
papers and symposiums, acquisition of external funding and patents, and for linkages with leading 
researchers.

Chiba University Yokohama National University

Academics Liberal Arts and Sciences, Letters, Law, Politics and Economics, Education, Science, Engineering, 
Horticulture, Medicine, Pharmaceutical Sciences, Nursing, Humanities and Studies on Public Affairs, Law School, 
Science and Engineering, Medical and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Humanities, Social Sciences, The United 
Graduate School of Education, The United Graduate School of Child Development   
Number of Students Undergraduate 11,065 / Graduate 3,667 / International Students 1,074   
Contact Details 1-33 Yayoi-cho, Inage-ku, Chiba-shi, Chiba 263-8522, Japan / kokusai@office.chiba-u.jp / +81 43-
290-2043 / http://www.chiba-u.ac.jp/e/   
Student Exchange isd@office.chiba-u.jp / +81 43-290-2195   
Research Exchange kokusai@office.chiba-u.jp / +81 43-290-2043

Academics Education, International Social Sciences, Economics, Business Administration, Law, Engineering 
Sciences, Environment and Information Sciences, Urban Innovation, Urban Sciences   
Number of Students Undergraduate 7,585 / Graduate 2,439 / International Students 1,045   
Contact Details 79-1 Tokiwadai, Hodogaya-ku, Yokohama, Kanagawa 240-8501, Japan / kokusai.kikaku@ynu.ac.jp 
/ +81 45-339-3109 / https://www.ynu.ac.jp/english/index.html
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Incubating excellent researchers at Japan’s fin-
est institutes

In conjunction with its numerous ‘parent 
institutes’, SOKENDAI offers comprehensive 
doctoral programmes that provide students 
with the opportunity to study in an ideal aca-
demic environment while enjoying access to 
cutting-edge facilities and being steered by the 
finest researchers. 

Established in 1988 as Japan’s first indepen-
dent graduate university, SOKENDAI offers 
three- and five-year doctoral programmes. SOKENDAI is unique 
in that it is affiliated with world-renowned, international research 
bases, known as Inter-University Research Institutes ( IURIs). Most 
professors and students at SOKENDAI conduct research and 
study as members of IURIs, which provide ideal environments for 
these activities. In particular, students have access to the large-
scale experimental and analytical facilities of the IURIs that host 
their schools. 

This system allows a favourable staff-to-student ratio of 2.5 fac-
ulty members per student to be achieved, so that it offers a rich 
educational environment for doctoral studies. In addition, being 
an independent graduate university, SOKENDAI attracts students 
from various universities, backgrounds and nationalities. 

Graduate education at SOKENDAI covers a wide range of fields 
including cultural studies and the natural sciences. Teaching is 
conducted at the 19 departments of the 17 IURIs, where joint, cross-field research is actively pursued 
in conjunction with other institutes in Japan and overseas. This environment provides the optimum 
conditions for students, allowing them to acquire high levels of expertise, a cross-disciplinary perspec-
tive and an international outlook. This fosters excellent researchers with outstanding knowledge and a 
broad perspective. 

SOKENDAI aims to establish a new research graduate school that accepts both bachelor and master 
graduates from diverse academic backgrounds who are ready to take on a challenge.

Niigata University has a long history and a 
rich tradition, with its predecessor organiza-
tions dating back about 150 years. Since its 
founding, the university has played a vital role 
as a center of higher education and advanced 
research in Japan, aiming to contribute to 
world peace and development.

Today, Niigata University has developed into 
a large-scale, comprehensive university cover-
ing a wide range of academic fields with two 
campuses, which are home to 10 faculties, 5 

graduate schools, a university hospital and several re-
search institutes including the Brain Research Institute 
and the Research Institute for Natural Hazards and Disas-
ter Recovery.

As Niigata University has been dedicating to strive to 
bring global perspective to all its programs and activities, 
we have promoted collaborative research and education 
with overseas institutions. In particular, Niigata University 
lays strong emphasis on cooperation with East Asia. As 
the university is located in Niigata City situated along 
the Sea of Japan, one of our missions is to become the 
East Asia’s center of excellence in education and re-
search serving to find solutions to challenges facing East 
Asia. In order to conduct this mission, Niigata University 
has been working on building and strengthening inter-
national networks in East Asia. As part of this scheme, 
we confer the title of “Liaison Professor” to academic 
researchers and staff working overseas who have contrib-
uted greatly to our international cooperation in the ex-

pectation that they will become network hubs to help the university promote academic globalization.

While Niigata University strives to develop students’ capacities so they become individuals who pos-
sess both high-level expertise and refined sensibilities, we are also committed to being a research uni-
versity by conducting research of highest quality that has the potential to be world leading and world 
changing. 

SOKENDAI
(The Graduate University for Advanced Studies)  

Niigata University

Academics Cultural and Social Studies, Physical Sciences, High Energy Accelerator Science, Multidisciplinary 
Sciences, Life Science, Advanced Sciences   
Number of Students Undergraduate 0 / Graduate 483 / International Students 152   
Contact Details Shonan Village, Hayama, Kanagawa 240-0193, Japan / kouhou1@ml.soken.ac.jp / +81 46-858-
1590 / https://www.soken.ac.jp/en/   
Student Exchange gakusei@ml.soken.ac.jp / +81 46-858-1527   
Research Exchange kenkyo@ml.soken.ac.jp / +81 46-858-1608

Academics Humanities, Education, Law, Economics, Science, Medicine, Health Sciences, Dentistry, Engineering, 
Agriculture, Creative Studies  
Number of Students Undergraduate 10,735 / Graduate 2,380 / International Students 536   
Contact Details 8050 Ikarashi 2-no-cho, Nishi-ku, Niigata 950-2181, Japan / kokusai@adm.niigata-u.ac.jp / +81 
25-262-7628 / https://www.niigata-u.ac.jp/en/  
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Nagaoka University of Technology aims to 
establish itself as an indispensable member 
of  global society, a university which creates 
GIGAKU with a proactive approach to societal  
change, produces engineers with practical, cre-
ative capabilities and a spirit of service who will 
lead society into the future, and places empha-
sis on graduate-level education.

Among the unique aspects of the education 
provided by our university is an integrated 
curriculum that provides a unified course of 
study that begins in the undergraduate years and continues systematically through graduate studies. 
The master’s program aims to train people who will become leaders in the fields of engineering and 
science, and who will be capable of successfully addressing the needs of an increasingly complex so-
ciety. The program places special emphasis on the development of a high level of knowledge, exten-
sive practical experience and expertise, and originality.

We have been pursuing international exchanges with universi-
ties and research institutes all over the world. We have concluded 
about 100 Academic and Educational Cooperation Agreements 
and developed various international collaborative education pro-
grams including twinning programs. 

We have been appointed to a United Nations Academic Impact 
(UNAI) Hub for SDG 9 by the United Nations as an exemplar of 
an innovative approach to the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). Only one university in the whole world is appointed as 
Hub for each of the 17 goals of SDGs and we are only appointed 
from East Asia including Japan. We have been actively working 
on the SDGs from early on, especially “building resilient infra-
structure, promoting inclusive and sustainable industrialization 
and fostering innovation” based on the development of practical 
engineers. Recognizing the honor and responsibility elected as the UNAI hub representing university 
of the whole world, we will lead an effort to make a more sustainable world, including a formulation of 
the foundation for industry, innovation and infrastructure.

Outline of University
Joetsu University of Education contains the 

College of Education (undergraduate courses) in 
which we train students for both elementary school 
and secondary school teachers. In addition, our 
institute has an attached kindergarten, elementary 
school, and lower secondary school. We put great 
emphasis on practical subjects in schools and we 
train our students in practical teaching abilities.

We also have a Graduate School of Education (for 
Master’s Program) in which we promote education 
and research accomplishments focusing on practi-
cal, comprehensive and specialized studies.

In order to train specialist with high abilities in 
research and instruction, the joint Graduate School 
(Ph.D.Program) conducts practical research on 
educational activities and the teaching of subject 
areas.

Message from University
Presently (Nov 1, 2018) 33 foreign students are 

studying in our university now. There is a variety of 
events foreign student can take part in. And uni-
versity also provides a room called “foreign stu-
dent’s plaza,” where various talks and activities are 
exchanged among foreign students and between 
foreign students and Japanese students.

Programs for foreign students
Orientation, Cherry Blossom Viewing Party, 

Classroom Observation in Attached Elementary 
School, Lunch Meeting with President, Ski Tour, 
Tanabata (the Star Festival) tea ceremony.

International Dormitory House
42 rooms (10 for family, 15 for married couple, 

17 for single)

Nagaoka University of Technology Joetsu University of Education

Academics Mechanical Engineering, Electrical, Electronics and Information Engineering, Materials Science and 
Technology, Civil and Environmental Engineering, Bioengineering, Information and Management Systems 
Engineering, Nuclear System Safety Engineering, System Safety, Department of Science of Technology 
Innovation   
Number of Students Undergraduate 1,149 / Graduate 1,130 / International Students 311   
Contact Details 1603-1, Kamitomioka, Nagaoka, Niigata 940-2188, Japan / so-soumu@jcom.nagaokaut.ac.jp / 
+81 258-46-6000 / https://www.nagaokaut.ac.jp/e/   
Student Exchange ryugaku@jcom.nagaokaut.ac.jp / +81 258-47-9285

Academics Education   
Number of Students Undergraduate 681 / Graduate 580 / International Students 33   
Contact Details 1, Yamayashiki-machi, Joetsu-shi, Niigata 943-8512, Japan / kkoryu@juen.ac.jp / +81 25-521-
3666 / http://www.juen.ac.jp/contents-e/index.html
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Focused on putting “global professionals at 
the heart of the community,” the University of 
Yamanashi aims to contribute to society by en-
couraging cutting-edge, international research 
that fuses medicine, engineering, and agricul-
ture and lays the foundation for advanced edu-
cation to develop human resources capable of 
meeting community needs and thriving on the 
global stage.

The University, conveniently located just 90 
minutes from the Tokyo metropolitan area, is 
surrounded by scenic beauty on all sides: magnificent views 
of Mt. Fuji—a World Cultural Heritage site since 2013—to 
the south, Yatsugatake to the north, and the peaks of the 
Southern Alps to the west. Thanks to the natural environ-
ment of the local area, which boasts the longest daylight 
hours in Japan and bountiful supplies of water, as well as 
the community’s long tradition of water control, which be-
gan with the work of famous general Takeda Shingen in the 
16th century, the University plays a key role in formulating 
solutions to energy and environmental problems on a global 
scale. The Clean Energy Research Center and Interdisciplin-
ary Centre for River Basin Environment, meanwhile, have 
already established the University of Yamanashi as a global 
center for research in their respective fields. The Institute 
of Enology and Viticulture, meanwhile, is the only research 
institution in Japan to specialize in fruit wine—a distinctive 
local product. In addition to featuring these innovative re-
search organizations, the University is also working to pro-
mote world-class interdisciplinary research and development 
in areas like developmental engineering, advanced brain science, and medical device development 
through strong, institution-wide bonds among the medical, engineering, and agricultural fields. Draw-
ing on the fruits of these research efforts, the University offers an education that gives students the 
sense of respect for diverse values, high levels of expertise in their chosen disciplines, and truly global 
perspective that they need to help create a sustainable society and fuel innovation.

Shinshu University is a national university with 
eight faculties (Arts, Education, Economics 
and Law, Science, Medicine, Engineering, Ag-
riculture, and Textile Science and Technology) 
and six graduate schools. The University offers 
courses and conducts research across a broad 
range of academic disciplines on its five cam-
puses within Nagano Prefecture.

The University takes full advantage of its mul-
tidisciplinary character by encouraging collab-
oration between its various academic depart-
ments, resulting in internationally recognized 

research and innovative approaches to teaching.
Surrounded by the natural beauty of the Japan Alps mountain range - the “roof of Japan”- the Univer-

sity is a local center of knowledge, actively forging collaborative relationships with the local communi-
ty and industry as it seeks for new ways to contribute to the goal of building a sustainable society.

The University’s commitment to participating fully in global 
society is reflected in the mission of the Center for Global 
Education and Collaboration (GEC). Besides supporting the 
introduction of courses related to globalization, the GEC also 
works to expand both the numbers of applications from inter-
national students and the participation of its own undergradu-
ates and faculty in overseas internships, study and research. It 
also promotes the establishment of joint research projects at 
an international level.

Other recent developments include the establishment of the 
Interdisciplinary Cluster for Cutting-Edge Research (ICCER), 
where the University is able to utilize its unique expertise in 
six research areas: Supra Materials; Biomedical Sciences; So-
cial Systems; Fiber Engineering; Mountain Science and Aero-
space Systems. In addition, the University has established 
the “Global Aqua Innovation Center for Improving Living 
Standards and Water-sustainability (COI )”, a national project 
designed to promote social systems innovation.

University of Yamanashi Shinshu University

Academics Education, Medicine, Engineering, Life and Environmental Sciences   
Number of Students Undergraduate 3,883 / Graduate 880 / International Students 191   
Contact Details 4-4-37 Takeda, Kofu-City, Yamanashi 400-8510, Japan / soumuk@yamanashi.ac.jp / +81 55-252-
1111 / https://www.yamanashi.ac.jp/en/   
Student Exchange yu-study-abroad@yamanashi.ac.jp / +81 55-220-8047   
Research Exchange kenkyo@yamanashi.ac.jp / +81 55-220-8780

Academics Arts, Education, Economics and Law, Science, Medicine, Engineering, Agriculture, Textile Science and 
Technology   
Number of Students Undergraduate 8,987 / Graduate 1,886 / International Students 390   
Contact Details 3-1-1 Asahi, Matsumoto City, Nagano 390-8621, Japan / shinhp@shinshu-u.ac.jp / +81 263-35-
4600 / https://www.shinshu-u.ac.jp/english/   
Student Exchange gec_office@shinshu-u.ac.jp / +81 263-37-2429
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Toyama Prefecture is blessed with an abun-
dant natural environment which is supported 
by its rich water resources from the Northern 
Alps that flow gently into Toyama Bay. Further-
more, Toyama has a long history and traditions 
of educational consciousness which began with 
the literature of the Manyo period. This history, 
as well as the various industrial activities that 
developed based on its renowned pharmaceu-
tical and traditional industry which began in 
the Edo Period, has helped develop Toyama’s 
unique culture. The Hokuriku Shinkansen bullet 
train service has begun operating and open communication 
with foreign countries such as China, Korea, Taiwan, and 
Russia is increasing annually. Toyama has also naturally been 
the center of attention domestically for its abovementioned 
history of medicine, industry, craftsmanship, and high stan-
dards of education.

In October 2005, the former University of Toyama, Toyama 
Medical and Pharmaceutical University and Takaoka Nation-
al College were integrated to form the present University 
of Toyama. The university is now an academic and research 
center consisting of nine faculties  : Humanities, Human De-
velopment, Economics, Science, Medicine, Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, Engineering, Art and Design, Sus-
tainable Design, the Institute of Natural Medicine, and the 
university hospital. The University strongly believes in the 
integration of intellectual resources from across the globe. 
Under the theme of ‘Integrating knowledge of the East and 
West’, the University of Toyama has been pursuing academ-
ic excellence through the exchange of ideas with various countries in both East Asia and the rest of 
the world. Our Museum of Materia Medica which houses a collection of traditional natural and herbal 
medicines from throughout the world, and the Lafcadio Hearn Library, which houses a collection of 
books owned by this renowned western scholar of Japan, are two examples of our ‘Integrating knowl-
edge of the East and West’. 

The origin of Kanazawa University dates back 
to a smallpox vaccination center established by 
the Kaga Domain in 1862. We have a history of 
150 years in Kanazawa. Succeeding the history 
and tradition of multiple predecessors, the uni-
versity was established in 1949.

Today, we are comprised of 3 colleges and 17 
schools, 7 graduate schools, 1 United Graduate 
School, University Hospital, Cancer Research 
Institute and other sectors. The enrollment is 
over 10,400, and students come not only from 

the Hokuriku prefectures of Ishikawa, Fukui, and Toyama but 
also from over 40 nations including China, Korea, Indonesia, 
Vietnam, and other parts of Asia. Approximately 680 interna-
tional students study here in pursuit of their goals. We tackle 
the various problems of today’s society and believe in the mis-
sion to create knowledge and train personnel to solve these 
problems.

In 2018, we instituted “YAMAZAKI PLAN 2018” succeeding 
the Plans in 2014 and 2016. The university, with its status as 
“a research university dedicated to education, while opening 
up its doors to both local and global society,” set the goals 
to educate leaders of the global society and to form a world-
class research base, as well as to carry out reforms through 
university-wide effort in 6 years starting from 2014. Under the 
concept of “Precursor, Coexistence, and Creation,” we will 
strive to realize “Kanazawa University with Global Prestige.”

There is charm in the university being located in Kanazawa, a historical and cultural creation city. It 
is a city with the power to upkeep tradition while taking in new trends and creating new culture. Since 
its foundation, the university has always been involved in and affected by this city.

We will continue to transmit information to the world beyond national borders and ethnic differenc-
es, and contribute to the world peace and sustained development of humankind.

University of Toyama Kanazawa University

Academics Arts, Literature, Law, Politics, Economics, Business Administration, Education, Regional Development 
Studies, Arts in International Studies, Socio-Environment Studies, Science, Engineering, Medicine, Medical 
Sciences, Pharmacy, Pharmaceutical Sciences, Nursing, Health Sciences, Philosophy 
Number of Students Undergraduate 8,001 / Graduate 2,415 / International Students 683 
Contact Details Kakuma-machi, Kanazawa, Ishikawa 920-1192, Japan / now@kanazawa-u.ac.jp / +81 76-264-5111 
/ https://www.kanazawa-u.ac.jp/e 
Student Exchange ryukou@adm.kanazawa-u.ac.jp / +81 76-264-5188 
Research Exchange risomu@adm.kanazawa-u.ac.jp / +81 76-264-6140

Academics Humanities, Human Development, Economics, Science, Medicine, Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, Engineering, Art and Design, Sustainable Design, Innovative Life Science, Teacher Training 
Number of Students Undergraduate 8,114 / Graduate 1,101 / International Students 320 
Contact Details 3190 Gofuku, Toyama, Toyama 930-8555, Japan / info@u-toyama.ac.jp / +81 76-445-6011 / 
https://www.u-toyama.ac.jp/en/index.html 
Student Exchange ryugaku@adm.u-toyama.ac.jp / +81 76-445-6082 
Research Exchange kokusai@adm.u-toyama.ac.jp / +81 76-445-6314
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Japan Advanced Institute of Science and Tech-
nology, JAIST, was founded in October 1990 as 
the first independent national graduate school, to 
carry out graduate education based on research at 
the highest level in advanced science and technol-
ogy. JAIST aims at establishing an ideal model of 
graduate education for Japan.

Admission Criteria for People with Diverse 
Backgrounds

In our admission decisions we place the most 
significant weight on the motivation of the student 
as demonstrated in the personal interview. JAIST admits highly motivated students, including advanced 
undergraduate students ( who have completed at least three years of undergraduate study ), professionals, 
and international students, regardless of undergraduate specialization.

Systematic Graduate Education
JAIST educates students through a carefully and systematically 

designed coursework-oriented curriculum, which gives students a 
solid foundation for their advanced research. This is different from 
the traditional Japanese style of graduate education, where stu-
dents are trained mainly in their narrow research domains.

Development of Human Resources for Society
We train our students in a specialized field combined with 

interdisciplinary knowledge of related disciplines. Through our 
educational program students gain thorough understanding of 
fundamentals, and develop problem-solving skills.

Outstanding Faculty
Our faculty members are world-class researchers. We recruit 

professionals with outstanding achievements at the leading edge 
of science and technology. They come from all over the world, 
from other universities, and from top industrial research and de-
velopment institutions.

Collaboration with Society and Industry
JAIST works closely with the regional community, as well as industries worldwide, by promoting col-

laborative research and accepting commissioned research. We use various modes of cooperation in-
cluding visiting faculty chairs, endowed chairs, and laboratories operated jointly with other institutions.

Serving as a center of academic and cultural 
activities, the University of Fukui aims to pro-
mote world-class education and research in 
science and technology for people’s well-being 
and to provide advanced medical services to 
local residents, while maintaining a high sense 
of ethics. To this end, we will develop human 
resources who are capable of contributing to 
society on the local, national, and global lev-
els. We also take pride in having the highest 
employment rate of graduates for eleven years 
continuously among national universities with 

multiple faculties. Moreover, we have been highly evalu-
ated by various enterprises for the high retention rate of 
our graduates. 

We will continue to further our own original and re-
gion-specific studies in education, pursue highly ad-
vanced research in science, technology, and medical 
sciences, and also provide professional medical care ser-
vices.

The University of Fukui is composed of four under-
graduate schools: the School of Education, the School 
of Medical Sciences, the School of Engineering, and the 
School of Global and Community Studies.

The School of Education has programs in Primary Edu-
cation and Secondary Education.

The School of Medical Sciences consists of the College 
of Medicine and the College of Nursing, which teach all 
fields of medical care.

The School of Engineering is one of the largest edu-
cational and research institutes of engineering in Japan, 

covering most fields of engineering and having the educational ideal to cultivate Global IMAGINEERs, 
or advanced professional engineers.

The School of Global and Community Studies offers education at an international level, respond-
ing to the needs of a global society by employing two approaches with different perspectives on the 
global society and the local community.

Japan Advanced Institute of 
Science and Technology University of Fukui

Academics Education, Medical Sciences, Engineering, Global and Community Studies 
Number of Students Undergraduate 4,119 / Graduate 1,029 / International Students 234 
Contact Details 3-9-1 Bunkyo, Fukui-shi, Fukui  910-8507, Japan / g-kokusai@ad.u-fukui.ac.jp / +81 776-27-9871 
/ http://www.u-fukui.ac.jp/eng/ 
Student Exchange inbound@ml.u-fukui.ac.jp / +81 776-27-8406 
Research Exchange gk-iadkikaku@ml.u-fukui.ac.jp / +81 776-27-8599

Academics Knowledge Science, Information Science, Materials Science, Transdisciplinary Sciences 
Number of Students Undergraduate 0 / Graduate 1,228 / International Students 532 
Contact Details 1-1 Asahidai, Nomi-shi, Ishikawa 923-1292, Japan / daihyo@jaist.ac.jp / +81 761-51-1111 / 
https://www.jaist.ac.jp/english/
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Gifu University is a mid-sized university with five 
faculties, four master’s programs, one profession-
al degree program, two doctoral programs and 
three united graduate schools. With the relocation 
of the school of medicine and university hospital 
in 2004, all faculties and schools are now located 
on a single campus. In addition, buildings and 
research facilities for third through sixth year stu-
dents of Gifu Pharmaceutical University moved 
onto the same campus. The Gifu Disaster Mitiga-
tion Center opened in April 2015, and the Gifu 
Central Livestock Hygiene Service Center and the 
Museum of Infrastructure started their operations in 2017. Furthermore, the Gifu Prefectural Research 
Institute for Food Sciences and the Innovation Hub for Smart Mold Processing are moving forward. 
Such efforts will be made to further strengthen our functions, particularly those related to advanced 
education and research. 

Learning, Exploring, and Contributing
Blessed with abundant nature and referred to as the country 

of seiryu (clear water ), for historical and geographical reasons, 
the Gifu region has developed and passed down a diverse cul-
ture and technology that brought eastern and western cultures 
together. Having inherited these attributes from the Gifu region, 
Gifu University trains students, who will later actively participate 
in society. We provide a place where students learn, explore, 
and contribute in an environment conducive to exploration and 
growth. The university has adopted the principle that it is an 
integral part of a local community, serving as an institution that 
learns, explores, and contributes.

Applying the distinguishing feature of having all undergraduate 
and graduate programs located on a single campus for educa-
tional and research activities, Gifu University provides an educa-
tion focused on training highly skilled professionals. We are com-
mitted to conducting highquality research that is the foundation of that education and to achieving 
internationalization rooted in the local community. As a core hub for reinvigorating local communities, 
the university also plays a role in regional revitalization through such efforts as providing local commu-
nities with the benefits derived from the above activities.

Our Philosophy “Freedom and Enlightenment, and 
Creation of the Future”

Shizuoka University came into being after the inte-
gration of the former Shizuoka High School, Shizuo-
ka First Normal School and Shizuoka Second Nor-
mal School, Shizuoka Normal School for Youth, and 
Hamamatsu Technical College ( formerly Hamamatsu 
Technical High School ) in 1949, followed by the 
absorption of Shizuoka Prefectural College of Ag-
riculture in 1951. Prior to their integration, the uni-
versity’s predecessor institutions all had educational 

policies that placed importance on students’ independence, re-
flecting the liberal social atmosphere that prevailed in Japan un-
der the “Taisho democracy” of the Taisho period (1912–1926). Of 
these institutions, the Hamamatsu School of Technology in par-
ticular espoused a philosophy of “freedom and enlightenment”, 
conducting a form of education that avoided restricting students 
through exams or rewards and punishments, and instead placed 
them in an environment that was as free as possible, aiming to 
give full rein to students’ talents by respecting each person’s indi-
viduality.

This philosophy of freedom and enlightenment is essential 
not only for education, but also for original research based on 
unfettered, free thinking and for mutually enlightening collabora-
tion with society; it should therefore be handed down from one 
era to the next. Shizuoka University’s students and staff (faculty 
and administrators) recognize this, and continue to uphold the 

philosophy of “freedom and enlightenment” as a mainstay of our education, our research, and our 
collaboration with society, industry, and our peers overseas. Joining forces, our students and staff will 
take determined action to tackle local issues, as well as global issues, continually pursuing peace and 
happiness for humankind. In this way we will dedicate ourselves to the creation of the future—a future 
filled with hope.

Guided by its philosophy of “freedom and enlightenment, and creation of the future”, as defined 
above, Shizuoka University will continue contributing to the future of humankind and to the develop-
ment of the local community by cultivating human resources through high-quality education and cre-
ative research. Its endeavors will be bolstered by respect and affection for the abundance of natural 
and cultural assets found in Shizuoka Prefecture, where the university is located.

Gifu University Shizuoka University

Academics Humanities and Social Sciences, Education, Informatics, Science, Engineering, Agriculture, Regional 
Development 
Number of Students Undergraduate 8,703 / Graduate 1,657 / International Students 486 
Contact Details 836 Oya, Suruga-ku, Shizuoka-shi, Shizuoka 422-8529, Japan / koho@adb.shizuoka.ac.jp / +81 
54-237-1111 / http://www.shizuoka.ac.jp/english/

Academics Education, Regional Studies, Medicine, Engineering, Applied Biological Sciences, Natural Science 
and Technology, Agricultural Science, Veterinary Sciences, Drug Discovery and Medical Information Sciences 
Number of Students Undergraduate 5,714 / Graduate 1,688 / International Students 357 
Contact Details 1-1 Yanagido, Gifu City, Gifu 501-1193, Japan / kohositu@gifu-u.ac.jp / +81 58-293-2009 / http://
www.gifu-u.ac.jp/en/ 
Student Exchange direcent@gifu-u.ac.jp / +81 58-293-2137 
Research Exchange int_exch@gifu-u.ac.jp / +81 58-293-3351
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It is very important for our university to foster 
international exchange of students who will play 
roles in globalized medical fields. We have many 
international exchange programs; some for un-
dergraduate students and others where we also 
accept foreign students in the doctoral program of 
the graduate school of medicine.

In our undergraduate international exchange 
programs, we send 6th-year Medical students 
to partner universities for clinical rotations every 
year. We also accept foreign students from these 
partner universities under this program. Nursing 
students actively go to Kyungpook National Uni-
versity College of Nursing in Korea as exchange 
students.

In our doctoral international exchange program, 
students can promote their research activities with 
our sophisticated equipment and advanced facili-
ties such as the Preeminent Medical Photonics Ed-
ucation & Research Center which is the only facility 
of its kind in Japan. Several types of scholarships 
are available to support international students to 
make the most of their study and experience at 
our university.

We welcome ardent-students with inquiring 
minds who strive to push the boundaries of med-
ical science. Should you have any questions, or 
comments about our website, please feel free to 
contact us.

A temporary medical school / hospital es-
tablished in 1871 is believed to be the prede-
cessor of Nagoya University (NU), which was 
in 1939 designated as the last “Imperial Uni-
versity”. Today, NU is one of Japan’s leading 
universities with 13 graduate schools, 9 under-
graduate schools, 3 research institutes and 19 
research centers.

The university is renowned for its top-level 
research, with six of Japan’s Nobel laureates 
in the 21st century affiliated with NU; in 2014, 

Professor Emeritus Isamu Akasaki, and Professor Hiroshi Amano, Graduate School of Engineering, 
were awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics for their invention of efficient blue LEDs. 

Not only does NU excel in research, but in 2014, NU was selected for the “Top Global University 
Project” by the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT), a 
prioritized funding program to promote globalization of universities. Since then, NU has engaged in 

vigorous efforts to increase the number of international students 
and faculty members, as well as those to send students, staff and 
faculty members abroad for hands-on experience in the global 
community. In line with its endeavors with globalizing of education, 
NU offers the “Global 30 International Programs (G30)”, under-
graduate /graduate degree programs taught entirely in English. In 
addition, NU has established international joint PhD programs with 
six universities since 2015, and the number is projected to increase 
to twenty by 2025. 

In 2018, NU was selected by MEXT as one of the Designated 
National Universities. In order to play a role in the ongoing reform 
of national universities, and to actively contribute to social and 
economic developments, NU will move forward with the efforts 
outlined in “Nagoya University Proposal to Become a Designated 
National University”, contributing to world peace and society’s sus-
tainable development as a world-leading university.

For further details: http://en.nagoya-u.ac.jp/news/upload_images/shiteikoku.pdf

Hamamatsu University School of Medicine Nagoya University

Academics Humanities, Education, Law, Economics, Informatics, Science, Medicine, Engineering, Agricultural 
Sciences, Education and Human Development, Bioagricultural Sciences, International Development, 
Mathematics, Environmental Studies, Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Number of Students Undergraduate 10,213 / Graduate 6,333 / International Students 2,204 
Contact Details Furo-cho, Chikusa-ku, Nagoya, Aichi 464-8601, Japan / intl@adm.nagoya-u.ac.jp / +81-52-788-
6122 / http://en.nagoya-u.ac.jp/ 
Student Exchange ised@adm.nagoya-u.ac.jp / +81-52-789-2194

Academics Medicine 
Number of Students Undergraduate 993 / Graduate 276 / International Students 30 
Contact Details 1-20-1 Handayama, Higashi-ku, Hamamatsu, Shizuoka 431-3192, Japan / kokusai@hama-med.
ac.jp / +81 53-435-2210 / https://www.hama-med.ac.jp/uni-e/ 
Student Exchange kokusai@hama-med.ac.jp / +81 53-435-2210 
Research Exchange kokusai@hama-med.ac.jp / +81 53-435-2210
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Aichi University of Education is one of the 
most prestigious teacher-training universities in 
Japan. Its 140-year-old plus history began with 
the establishment of Aichi Prefectural Academy 
in 1873. After a period of sustained expansion, 
it developed into three normal colleges, Aichi 
First Normal College, Aichi Second Normal 
College and Aichi Normal College of Vocation-
al Education, producing many talented teach-
ers over a long period of time. In May 1949, 
the three normal colleges were consolidated 
into a new national university by the name of 
Aichi Gakugei University, in accordance with a nation-
wide educational reform. The name Aichi University of 
Education was adopted in 1966.

The Chinese characters for Aichi University of Educa-
tion mean “university which teaches and nurtures chil-
dren with a spirit of love-of-wisdom.”

The emblem of our university features the beautiful 
purple iris, which blooms in profusion in May. The three 
pedals symbolize the rapport among students, faculty 
and clerical workers, studying and working together on a 
campus surrounded by natural beauty and pure greenery. 
The university has been successful in producing sensitive 
and compassionate human resources.

There are two types of undergraduate programs: 
Teacher Training Programs and Training Programs for 
Educational Support Professionals. The former continue 
to train school teachers equipped with practical skills at 
every educational level. The latter were established in 
April 2017 and has started training specialists ready to contribute to school students’ state of mind 
and wellbeing as well as to educational administration.

The three keywords of our university are ‘practical power’, ‘higher quality’ and ‘advanced in-service 
training.’ We are determined to carry on our long-standing heritage as teacher-training institution and 
to continue producing manifold human resources for the future of mankind, especially for the well-be-
ing of next generation youths.

Aichi University of Education Nagoya Institute of Technology

Academics Engineering 
Number of Students Undergraduate 4,178 / Graduate 1,657 / International Students 364 
Contact Details Gokiso, Showa, Nagoya, Aichi 466-8555, Japan / kokusai@adm.nitech.ac.jp / +81 52-735-7984 / 
https://www.nitech.ac.jp/eng/index.html 
Student Exchange international@adm.nitech.ac.jp / +81 52-735-5079 
Research Exchange kokusai@adm.nitech.ac.jp / +81 52-735-7984

Academics Education 
Number of Students Undergraduate 3,804 / Graduate 339 / International Students 54 
Contact Details 1 Hirosawa, Igaya-cho, Kariya, Aichi 448-8542, Japan / kokusaikoryu@m.auecc.aichi-edu.ac.jp 
 / +81 566-26-2179 / https://www.aichi-edu.ac.jp/otherlang/index.html

Nagoya Institute of Technology (NITech) was 
founded in 1905. Backed by the expansion and de-
velopment of the central region of Japan, NITech has 
been growing as one of the leading engineering uni-
versities in Japan, producing many excellent human 
resources, and accomplishing preeminent research 
results that inspire innovation, under its founding 
philosophy: “Striving to identify practical issues to be 
addressed in the industrial community and society in 
general, pursue these issues as themes for practical 
research, and at the same time utilize the research 
outcomes for practical education.”

In response to diversifying demand from society and the industrial 
community, NITech established a new six-year integrated undergrad-
uate and graduate course, the Creative Engineering Program, in April 
2016. At the same time, the faculty and graduate school have been 
restructured into the following five departments of the faculty and 
seven departments of the graduate school.
- Life Science and Applied Chemistry
- Physical Science and Engineering
- Electrical and Mechanical Engineering
- Computer Science
- Architecture, Civil Engineering and Industrial Management Engi-
neering
- Nanopharmaceutical Sciences (graduate school only)
- Nagoya Institute of Technology and University of Wollongong Joint 
Degree Doctoral Program in Informatics (graduate school only)

NITech aims at research that contributes to peace and well-being in the world through engineering. 
Toward this objective, NITech is striving to establish a research hub that can design new values in our cut-
ting-edge, original research activities in various engineering fields.

Aiming to create a campus in which diverse people work together in harmony, NITech promotes the de-
velopment of an internationally diverse environment. Chief among our efforts are improving educational 
programs and support systems intended to attract more international students, inviting research units of 
foreign faculty members, and augmenting international exchange facilities through the effective use of 
overseas offices and alumni associations.
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The Toyohashi University of Technology (TUT) was found-
ed with the mission to conduct research and education in 
technological science, which is a field for developing new 
technologies through scientific research that supports tech-
nology. Based on this mission, TUT targets new graduates 
from technical colleges and high schools for enrollment, and 
with its graduate school emphasis, the university conducts re-
search in technological science, fostering practical, creative, 
and leading engineers and researchers as it forges a path 
toward a new era. Furthermore, TUT strives to respect social 
diversity and works to enhance collaboration with the local 
community. Through these efforts, TUT strives to be a top-
class engineering university that is open to the world. 

In order to further develop such activities, since our founding, we have es-
tablished the five objectives “Realize a multicultural/global campus,” “Foster 
innovative human resources through technological science,” “Enhance our 
research capabilities centered on interdisciplinary research,” “Create knowl-
edge and technologies that contribute to the formation of a safe and secure 
society,” and “Promote continuity and mobility of researchers.” In order to 
achieve these objectives, we are enhancing our cooperation with technical 
colleges, such as establishing joint education programs, as a top priority 
implementation item for strengthening TUT’s functions. We also promote 
industry-academic and social collaborative research such as implementation 
and proposals to society through the Research Institute for Technological 
Science and Innovation. In addition to the five specialized fields of mechani-
cal engineering, electrical and electronic information engineering, computer 
science and engineering, environmental and life sciences (applied chemistry 
and life sciences), and architecture and civil engineering, we have expanded 
our tailor-made type curricula to all subjects. In this way, we are focusing on educating students who can tackle is-
sues that span multiple disciplines, and we are putting our efforts into the education field in particular.

Last academic year, TUT received an “S grade”, which is the highest grade, for its mid-term evaluation in the Top 
Global University funding project. In addition, we are seeing steady results from the efforts we have put into inter-
nationalization, with the proportion of international students enrolled at TUT now significantly exceeding 10% of all 
students. This year too, we will accelerate our internationalization by accepting international students and promot-
ing study overseas by Japanese students through the enrichment of various programs such as double degrees.

I would like to thank those of you who have continued to support TUT from our founding to the present day from 
both within and outside the university. While maintaining our community roots, we aim to make a further leap for-
ward to become a university that creates human resources who can be active in various places around the world. 
Thank you for your continued cooperation.

The admission policy of Mie University makes 
clear its goal of developing “human resources” 
who will use expert knowledge acquired through 
a broad-based education to contribute to our host 
community.

In conducting research and education that caters 
specifically to local needs in a manner that only a 
medium-sized national university can achieve, we 
have made it our mission to return the resulting 
benefits of such endeavors to the local communi-
ty.

We offer a range of interactive classes in order to 
foster the “four key abilities”: ability to empathize, 
ability to think, ability to communicate, and ability 
to live.

A frequent recipient of the Energy Conservation 
Grand Prize and consistently topping the Eco Uni-
versity Ranking, Mie University is recognized as 
one of the most environmentally advanced univer-
sities in Japan.

The University’s faculty, staff, and students are 
united in their commitment to honing their individ-
ual characteristics on a verdant campus overlook-
ing the beautiful Ise Bay coastline.

Working in collaboration its host community, Mie 
University continues to return the results of its ac-
tivities to global society.

Toyohashi University of Technology Mie University

Academics Humanities, Law and Economics, Education, Medicine, Engineering, Bioresources, Regional 
Innovation Studies 
Number of Students Undergraduate 6,132 / Graduate 1,157 / International Students 298 
Contact Details 1577 Kurimamachiya-cho Tsu city, Mie 514-8507, Japan / koryu@ab.mie-u.ac.jp / +81 59-231-
5391 / http://www.mie-u.ac.jp/en/ 
Student Exchange ryugaku@ab.mie-u.ac.jp / +81 59-231-9688

Academics Engineering 
Number of Students Undergraduate 1,142 / Graduate 979 / International Students 268 
Contact Details 1-1 Hibarigaoka, Tempaku, Toyohashi, Aichi 441-8580, Japan / ryugaku@office.tut.ac.jp / +81 
532-44-6577 / http://www.tut.ac.jp/english/ 
Student Exchange ryugaku@office.tut.ac.jp / +81 532-44-6577 
Research Exchange kouryu@office.tut.ac.jp / +81 532-44-6571
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Shiga University, founded in 1949, consists of 
three faculties: the Faculty of Education in Otsu 
and the Faculty of Economics and the Faculty 
of Data Science in Hikone.

The Faculty of Data Science, newly estab-
lished in April 2017, aims to be a front-runner 
in the field of data science in Japan. Courses 
in statistics and computer science are provided 
to foster value-creating abilities in the students 
using real world data. Graduates from the fac-
ulty are data scientists, who can create new 
values for society from big data using firm knowledge of data 
analysis (statistics) and data engineering (computer science). 
The Graduate School of Data Science will welcome its first 
group of graduate students in April 2019.

With its origin as the Training Institute of Elementary School 
Teachers, the Faculty of Education aims to nurture teachers 
with attractive personalities as well as practical leadership skills 
to respond productively to the new school education. It also 
has a graduate school which offers Master’s course in School 
Education and Professional Degree Program in Education.

The Faculty of Economics has its origin in Hikone Commer-
cial College, and it aims to develop specialists in econom-
ics with a global perspective and problem solving abilities 
capable of responding to the needs of a global information 
society. The Graduate School of Economics offers Master’s 
degrees and the Doctoral degrees.

As of May 2018, we have approximately 4,000 students including international students from about 
10 countries. The Faculty of Economics and the Faculty of Education offer special examinations which 
given to privately-financed international students.

We support international students by providing assistance such as tutoring, counselling, and schol-
arships; and the Institute for International Affairs provides additional Japanese language classes espe-
cially designed for exchange students and research students.

Shiga University of Medical Science strives 
to cultivate excellent medical professionals, 
conduct outstanding medical research, and 
practice high-quality “holistic medicine” as 
“the university which is supported by its local 
community, contributes to the community and 
plays an active part in the world.” In our under-
graduate education, we cultivate physicians, 
nurses, midwives, and public health nurses. 
Our graduates are active in the field of medi-
cine and nursing from local communities to the 
global arena. In our graduate school, we focus 

to foster clinical scientists with a research mind who will be new 
generation of leaders in charge of high-quality research in medi-
cine and nursing.

In the School of Medicine, students acquire a wide range of 
knowledge, sufficient expertise and sophisticated clinical skills in 
the curricula of liberal arts, basic medicine, and clinical medicine. 
Shiga University of Medical Science was accredited in 2018 by 
the Japan Accreditation Council for medical Education (JACME) 
The Research Physician Training Program is provided for students 
who aspire to be a physician scientist, where they can undertake 
research early in the undergraduate education and earn PhD ear-
lier than in standard doctoral courses.

In the School of Nursing, liberal arts and specialized subjects 
are integrated into a curriculum organically. We also offer joint 
lessons with the School of Medicine and extensive nursing prac-

tices. Students can apply for a program for becoming a public health nurse or one for becoming a 
midwife in the 3rd year or later. Further, students may take part in the “Visiting Nurse Training Course” 
for future visiting nurses.

We have a high reputation for our unique research activities such as neurodegenerative disease re-
search, biomedical research using cynomolgus monkeys and international epidemiological research 
on non-communicable diseases. We aim to lead development of medical science and medical care in 
the new era, promoting reliable high-quality clinical research centering on our Center for Clinical Re-
search and Advanced Medicine.

Shiga University Shiga University of Medical Science

Academics Medicine, Nursing 
Number of Students Undergraduate 979 / Graduate 221 / International Students 37 
Contact Details Seta Tsukinowa-cho, Otsu, Shiga 520-2192, Japan / hqkouryu@belle.shiga-med.ac.jp / +81 77-
548-2111 / https://www.shiga-med.ac.jp/en 
Student Exchange hqkouryu@belle.shiga-med.ac.jp / +81 77-548-3538 
Research Exchange hqkouryu@belle.shiga-med.ac.jp / +81 77-548-3538

Academics Education, Economics, Data Science 
Number of Students Undergraduate 3,727 / Graduate 236 / International Students 172 
Contact Details 1-1-1 Banba Hikone, Shiga 522-8522, Japan / kokusai@biwako.shiga-u.ac.jp / +81 749-27-1172 / 
https://www.shiga-u.ac.jp/english/ 
Student Exchange kokusai@biwako.shiga-u.ac.jp / +81 749-27-1172 
Research Exchange kokusai@biwako.shiga-u.ac.jp / +81 749-27-1172
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A tradition of non-traditional thinking has de-
fined Kyoto University over its more than 120 
years, and President Juichi Yamagiwa’s ambition is 
to preserve this safe haven of academic freedom: 
free from outside pressures, free from prejudice, 
and free from existing paradigms. This philosophy 
permeates the university, inspiring students and 
researchers to follow their curiosity and discover 
their own paths of discovery.

One scholar who embodies this energy is the 
university’s 2018 Nobel laureate in medicine, Ta-
suku Honjo, whose groundbreaking work led to the develop-
ment of cancer immunotherapy. It began when he chanced 
upon a seemingly innocuous protein that exists in all of our 
bodies, which he then doggedly pursued over years of study, 
leading his team to the opening of this new front in the battle 
against cancer. Dr Honjo joins Shinya Yamanaka as the second 
Nobel laureate active among the research faculty.

Patience and curiosity are embodied in the university’s Des-
ignated National University status — granted in 2017 by the 
education ministry MEXT — with its notable focus on global-
ly-oriented study of the humanities and social sciences. In an 
era driven by achievements in high technology and the natu-
ral sciences, this emphasis recognizes the increasing urgency 
in understanding all aspects of humanity’s origins and role 
in the future of the planet. Furthermore, situated in Japan’s 
ancient capital, KyotoU is uniquely positioned to lend the her-
itage of the city’s culture and traditions to this urgent global discourse.

In March 2018, Kyoto University implemented a policy of not accepting research funding form mili-
tary sources. Life on this planet is too precious and too fragile to be placed in any more jeopardy than 
it currently faces. The university pledges to imbue its graduates and researchers with this guiding prin-
ciple, in tune with a desire for harmonious coexistence with all life and the natural environment.

KyotoU: the mind of Kyoto in the heart of Japan.

Kyoto University Kyoto University of Education

Academics Education 
Number of Students Undergraduate 1,392 / Graduate 266 / International Students 28 
Contact Details 1 Fukakusa-fujinomori-cho, Fushimi-ku, Kyoto 612-8522, Japan / intel@kyokyo-u.ac.jp / +81 75-
644-8159

Academics Letters, Education, Law, Economics, Science, Medicine, Public Health, Pharmaceutical Sciences, 
Engineering, Agriculture, Human and Environmental Studies, Energy Science, Asian and African Area Studies, 
Informatics, Biostudies, Advanced Integrated Studies in Human Survivability, Global Environmental Studies, 
Government, Management 
Number of Students Undergraduate 13,227 / Graduate 9,427 / International Students 2,474 
Contact Details Yoshida Honmachi, Sakyo-ku, Kyoto 606-8501, Japan / ku-info@mail2.adm.kyoto-u.ac.jp / +81 
75-753-7531 / http://www.kyoto-u.ac.jp/en

Kyoto University of Education is conveniently 
located in the southern part of the historic city 
of Kyoto. The spacious, 14 -hectare campus 
provides plenty of greenery despite being in 
an urban area. The university also has six affil-
iated schools, the university library, Center for 
Educational Career Enhancement and other 
institutes.

We promote innovation, functional nurturing, 
and practical support for teachers who contin-
ue to learn throughout their careers and lives, 
following four fundamental objectives.

In conjunction with the Kyoto Prefectural and Kyoto City Boards 
of Education, we take a major role in cultivating teachers for 
compulsory education, as an integral part of this region.

Capitalizing on Kyoto’s characteristics, we accept students from 
other prefectures nationwide, as part of board regional teacher 
development program, primarily in the Kinki area.

We promote continued innovation in educational study and 
research curricula, while continuing to manage and develop the 
Kyoto-based United Graduate School of Professional Teacher Ed-
ucation.

Utilizing Kyoto’s outstanding position in history and tradition-
al culture, we promote growth and enhancement seminars for 
teachers who nurture our global human resources, augmenting 
their international comprehension and communication capabili-
ties based on their own identified goals.

Message from President
Training teachers with strong ethical standards, human rights consciousness, and self-implemented 

ability to continue learning in response to change.
At Kyoto University of Education, each of our faculty members takes pride in his or her work, and is 

confident that the teachers we help to develop, one on one, are true assets in the field of education. 
We see ourselves as a distinctive educational institution, striving not only to build practical skills, but 
also to promote the honest interpretation of nature, culture and society, while we encourage best 
practices and scholarly research among the educational community. 
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One hundred years has passed since Kyoto 
Institute of Technology (KIT ) was first estab-
lished as Kyoto College of Technology and 
Kyoto College of Textile Fibers. Located in 
Kyoto, Japan’s former capital which remains 
a bastion of traditional culture, KIT has estab-
lished a unique academic environment com-
bining wisdom, a highly developed aesthetic 
sense and technology. 

KIT has a single undergraduate school feed-
ing into the Graduate School of Science and 
Technology, which is divided into the five major academic 
fields of Applied Biology, Materials Science, Engineering 
Design, Design and Fibro- Science and Engineering. Al-
though small in scale, its education and research are unique 
in pursuing “practical science,” creating products ranging 
widely from cutting-edge science and technology, such as 
biotechnology, material science, information, mechanics and 
environmental science, to formative arts and design.

In 2014, KIT marked a turning point. KIT was selected 
as one of the Top Global University Project Universities in 
Japan. It helps us to promote and expand international stu-
dent and researcher exchange, and globalize our campus. 
In addition, the “Expertise Enhancement Project” is the one 
we have been working hard on since 2014, and we’ve also 
gotten special funding for this from the government. We 
are taking a focused approach in the following three fields; 
KYOTO Design Lab, Macromolecular and Fibrous Mate-
rials, and Green Innovation. Thanks to this project, world 
renowned researchers are on campus, which gives a great opportunity for our students to come in 
contact with the state-of-the-art research. 

When these two schemes reach completion, KIT will have become a center of international and do-
mestic research on engineering, a center of industry, and a gathering place for top researchers in edu-
cation.

Osaka University was founded in 1931 as one 
of the seven imperial universities of Japan and 
has now expanded to one of Japan’s leading 
comprehensive universities. The university 
houses more than 23,000 students and 
more than 6,600 faculty and staff members. 
Osaka University was named Japan’s most 
innovative university and is included among 
the most innovative institutions in the world 
according to the Nature Index 2017 Innovation 
publication. The university’s ability to innovate 
stems from its broad disciplinary spectrum 

and strong industry-university collaboration, as well 
as its engagement with, and contributions to, society. 
The university will continue to explore new research 
fields, develop greater innovation from the fundamental 
research stages, and make even greater efforts to 
pioneer interdisciplinary research projects.  

With the motto “Live Locally, Grow Globally,” Osaka 
University has adopted a vision of openness for 2021. To 
this end, we strive to make our education, research and 
community more open and inviting, and ensure that our 
three campuses are places where outstanding students 
and researchers from around the world can gather, learn, 
discover, and collaborate. Since the integration with 
the Osaka University of Foreign Studies in 2007, Osaka 
University has enhanced its capacity in the studies of 
language and culture, and we are intensifying efforts 
to enhance degree programs conducted in English 
and the Japanese language support for international 
students and faculty. In recent years, the university has 
also actively expanded its global outreach by setting up 
Overseas Centers in San Francisco, Groningen, Bangkok 
and Shanghai.

Kyoto Institute of Technology Osaka University

Academics Letters, Human Sciences, Foreign Studies, Law, Law and Politics, Economics, Science, Medicine, 
Dentistry, Pharmaceutical Sciences, Engineering, Engineering Science, Language and Culture, International 
Public Policy, Information Science and Technology, Frontier Biosciences, Law School, Child Development 
Number of Students Undergraduate 15,841 / Graduate 8,616 / International Students 2,556 
Contact Details 1-1, Yamadaoka, Suita, Osaka 565-0871, Japan / global-ou@ml.office.osaka-u.ac.jp / +81 6-6879-
7037 / http://www.osaka-u.ac.jp/en/ 
Student Exchange kenkyou-r@ml.office.osaka-u.ac.jp / +81 6-6879-7103 
Research Exchange global-ou@ml.office.osaka-u.ac.jp / +81 6-6879-7037

Academics Materials and Life Science, Engineering Design, Architecture and Design, Fiber Science and 
Engineering 
Number of Students Undergraduate 2,780 / Graduate 1,326 / International Students 255 
Contact Details Matsugasaki, Sakyo-ku, Kyoto 606-8585, Japan / kokusai@jim.kit.ac.jp / +81 75-724-7129 / 
https://www.kit.ac.jp/en/ 
Student Exchange ses@jim.kit.ac.jp / +81 75-724-7131 
Research Exchange kokusai@jim.kit.ac.jp / +81 75-724-7129
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Osaka Kyoiku University (OKU), which was 
founded in May 1874 (the 7th year of the Meiji 
Era) as a teacher training school, boasts over 
140 years history and tradition. The current 
number of undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents totals approximately 4700, with another 
4800 students matriculated in affiliated schools. 
Among Japanese universities, OKU is a one of 
the leading producers of qualified teachers and 
a leading large-scale college of education.

The main campus of OKU was established in 
the Kongo Ikoma Kisen National Park, in Kashiwara City, 
Osaka. This campus is approximately 670,000 square 
meters in area. In addition, OKU also has a campus in 
Tennoji, in central Osaka, an international city with easy 
access that is a mainstay of information technology and 
industry in Japan.

In April 2017, OKU introduced a newly established 
department, Department of Educational Collaboration,   
which nurtures human resources specialized in the field 
of education/learning support as well as reorganizing 
Courses for School Teachers. The new department aims 
to educate creative personnel capable of leading the de-
velopment of school education and its related fields.

Moreover, in April 2019, OKU will reorganize its Gradu-
ate School of Education (Masters Course) into the United 
Graduate School of Professional Teacher Education in 
cooperation with Kansai University and Kindai University 
in order to train highly skilled and professional teachers.

The university’s programs are designed to meet the high educational standards of a comprehensive 
teacher training university. OKU is made up 11 affiliated schools, including primary, secondary, and 
special needs education that are located in three areas of metropolitan Osaka: Tennoji, Hirano, and 
Ikeda city.

Hyogo University of Teacher Education : a 
University for Excellence in the Initial Teacher 
Education and Continuous Professional Devel-
opment in Japan

Hyogo University of Teacher Education is a 
front-runner in the field of both practice of and 
research into teacher education in Japan. As a 
university specializing in this area, we have an 
excellent faculty of teacher education, Master’s 
and professional degree programs and Ph.D. 
program.

A large number of in-service teachers are enrolled as graduate students in the Master’s and profes-
sional degree programs, to improve their expertise and to enhance practical abilities as an extremely 
talented teacher. Education and research at this university is oriented toward the “integration of the-
ory and practice,” and we have named this approach the “science of school education.” Researchers 
in this field are being developed in the Joint Graduate School (Ph.D. program) in Science of School 
Education.

In response to the growing demands of globalization, this uni-
versity is actively committed to the development of international 
exchange and contribution initiatives. We have so far concluded 
agreements with 31 universities in 14 countries and area in Asia, 
the United States, and Europe for the purpose of implementing 
exchanges between researchers and students. Through these 
initiatives, both professors and students from these affiliated uni-
versities and our university visit each other, and conduct joint re-
search into effective teaching materials and instruction methods 
to be used in school education in countries around the world. 

We have a variety of facilities, including residential houses for 
researchers and students from overseas. Citizens in Kato City also 
offer to be host families for students as powerful support for our 
university. These opportunities can be an extremely valuable and 
beneficial for them to enjoy Japan’s beautiful nature and the hos-
pitality of the local people.

APRIL, 2019

Osaka Kyoiku University Hyogo University of Teacher Education

Academics Teacher Education 
Number of Students Undergraduate 688 / Graduate 802 / International Students 55 
Contact Details 942-1 Shimokume Kato-city, Hyogo 673-1494, Japan / office-koho@ml.hyogo-u.ac.jp / +81 795-
44-2010 / https://www.hyogo-u.ac.jp/english/ 
Student Exchange office-kokusai-t@ml.hyogo-u.ac.jp / +81 795-44-2043 
Research Exchange office-kokusai-t@ml.hyogo-u.ac.jp / +81 795-44-2043

Academics Education 
Number of Students Undergraduate 4,176 / Graduate 476 / International Students 173 
Contact Details 4-698-1 Asahigaoka, Kashiwara-city, Osaka 582-8582, Japan / isc@cc.osaka-kyoiku.ac.jp / +81 72-
978-3300 / https://osaka-kyoiku.ac.jp/en/index.html 
Student Exchange isc@cc.osaka-kyoiku.ac.jp / +81 72-978-3300 
Research Exchange isc@cc.osaka-kyoiku.ac.jp / +81 72-978-3300

64 65



The origins of Kobe University can be traced 
back to 1902 with the establishment of the 
Kobe Higher Commercial School. It is now 
one of Japan’s leading comprehensive univer-
sities with 10 faculties, 15 graduate schools, 
and a great number of research centers and 
institutions. We aim to pioneer new academic 
frontiers by promoting inter-institutional collab-
oration and advanced research that transcends 
the boundaries between academic fields.

Kobe University is actively involved in aca-
demic exchange with education and research institutes abroad. 
We have links with partner institutions in 63 countries and re-
gions, and alumni associations in 14 countries. There are strong 
connections with the European Union: we coordinate the EU-
IJ-Kansai consortium, and are involved in EU programs such as 
Erasmus+ and Horizon 2020. Kobe University also provides En-
glish-taught programs and degrees across diverse disciplines.

While focusing on internationalization in academic activities, 
the University also contributes to society through industry-uni-
versity-government collaboration. The Kobe University Integrat-
ed Research Center on Port Island collaborates with research 
organizations, other universities and industry. It serves as a core 
base for the pursuit of advanced research, housing 12 flagship 
research projects including integrated biorefinery and advanced 
membrane engineering. 

In December 2017 we founded the Center for Mathematical and Data Sciences for research on AI, 
data science and related technologies, and to train people who will lead our future data-driven soci-
ety. In April 2018, the Graduate School of Science, Technology and Innovation opened a new doctoral 
program, welcoming students with experience in research and development. Opened in 2016, the 
Graduate School has already established three startups based on research seeds. With these pro-
grams and initiatives the University aims to provide solutions to the challenges facing our changing 
global society.

Outline of University
Our aim at the Nara University of Education is to 

teach and research both the theoretical and practical 
aspects of education and culture and to nurture edu-
cation professionals who are both knowledgeable and 
experienced. We also enhance the local culture of our 
region. 

Our core objective is to use our respect for education 
and culture we inherited from our predecessors to nur-
ture educated and knowledgeable human resources 
equipped with the expertise for forming the next gen-

eration as well-rounded humanbeings.
To achieve this, our bachelor courses nurture primary and junior 

high school teachers with the practical knowledge and experience 
to deal with the issues surrounds today’s education system. 

Our graduate school carries on the mission of our undergraduate 
courses, nurturing educators who have leadership qualities as pro-
fessionals, and offering life-long education for in-service educators 
and other adults.

In July 2007, our university became the first UNESCO Associated 
School of Japanese Universities. UNESCO Associated Schools aim 
to promote UNESCO values. 

As a university in Nara Prefecture, which boasts the largest num-
ber of World Heritage Sites in Japan, our university have one of 
the themes of education and research is “enhancing education 
and research that makes the most of the World Heritage of Nara”. 

We have worked hard to develop environmental and cultural 
education relating to preservation and protection of World Heritage, which UNESCO is promoting on a 
global scale.

Message for students thinking of studying abroad to Japan 
The standard of education for overseas students in this institution has also gained a strong reputation 

due to its excellent educational content that exploits the special features of the ancient city of Nara.
Overseas students are privileged as their campus and dormitory are located close to the center of 

Nara City, making it convenient for them to access both the traditional and modern cultures of Japan. 
For example, they are able to visit designated national treasure shrines, temples and statues on a daily 

basis in Nara, with those of Kyoto, another ancient city, not a great distance away too. 
Alternatively, there are many modern attractions of Osaka to discover just a 30-minute train ride away.

Kobe University Nara University of Education

Academics Education 
Number of Students Undergraduate 1,130 / Graduate 145 / International Students 61 
Contact Details Takabatake-cho, Nara-shi, Nara 630-8528, Japan / ryugaku@nara-edu.ac.jp / +81 742-27-9148 / 
http://www.nara-edu.ac.jp/ 
Student Exchange ryugaku@nara-edu.ac.jp / +81 742-27-9148 
Research Exchange g-kenkyu@nara-edu.ac.jp / +81 742-27-9135

Academics Humanities; Global Human Sciences; Intercultural Studies; Human Development and Environment; 
Law; Economics; Business Administration; Science; Medicine; Health Sciences; Engineering; System Informatics; 
Agricultural Science; Maritime Sciences; International Cooperation Studies; Science, Technology and Innovation 
Number of Students Undergraduate 11,501 / Graduate 4,513 / International Students 1,456 
Contact Details 1-1 Rokkodai-cho, Nada-ku, Kobe, Hyogo 657-8501, Japan / gnrl-soumu@office.kobe-u.ac.jp / 
+81 78-803-5015 / http://www.kobe-u.ac.jp/en/ 
Student Exchange intl-ryusoumu@office.kobe-u.ac.jp / +81 78-803-5265 
Research Exchange intl-relations@office.kobe-u.ac.jp / +81 78-803-5043
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About Nara Women’s University
Nara Women’s University, located in Nara, 

Japan’s ancient capital, has its beginning in the 
former Nara Women’s Higher Normal School 
founded in 1908. For 110 years, as an institute 
providing women with education at the highest 
level, Nara Women’s University has fostered 
the development of women as leaders who 
contribute to society.

The campus is surrounded by many cultural 
sites, including world heritage properties and 
beautiful nature areas. Students can experience rich 
Japanese culture and history by walking around the com-
munity. The university comprises three undergraduate 
faculties, Faculty of Letters, Science, and Human Life and 
Environment, as well as the Graduate School of Human-
ities and Sciences, all of which actively offer academic 
research and education in various fields of study.

We are a small university, with 2,744 students. This 
means students can always get a personal attention and 
support from professors, and students study in a relaxed, 
at-home environment.

International Exchange
Nara Women’s University has international exchange 

agreements with 52 universities overseas, and 163 inter-
national students from all over the world study at Nara 
Women’s University. Many researchers conduct research 
abroad and actively attend international conferences.

University-owned accommodation is available for international students and researchers. For inter-
national students who are new to Japan, we will arrange for a Japanese student to act as a peer tutor 
and support them with various matters related to daily life and study.

Nara Institute of Science and Technology 
(NAIST) is a leading Japanese national univer-
sity focused on advanced research and educa-
tion in information, biological, and materials 
sciences, and the interdisciplinary develop-
ments at the forefronts of these fields. Concen-
trating solely on graduate school education, 
NAIST continues to gain worldwide recognition 
for its pioneering approaches to education and 
research. The faculty’s efforts have led to high 
levels of governmental (Top Global University 
Project (MEXT), Program for Promoting the 

Improvement of Research Universities (MEXT ), etc.) and private 
funding, and revenue for research support. Since its foundation 
in 1991, NAIST achieved impressive results and has been high-
ly recognized in research, education and community engage-
ment, and in 2018, NAIST underwent a structural transformation 
merging the graduate schools to create the Graduate School of 
Science and Technology. This single-graduate school structure al-
lows NAIST to actively pursue the frontiers of science and flexibly 
respond to the ever-changing needs of society.

NAIST is conveniently located near the commercial and cul-
tural centers of Nara, Kyoto, and Osaka, and is a part of Kansai 
Science City, a hub of industrial, government, and academic re-
search centers. With one third of its students traveling abroad for 
research and education and 22% of the student population from 
overseas (33 countries/regions), NAIST is actively developing its 
global education and research network. (102 partner institutions 

globally) International students are exposed to Japan and its culture while pursuing degrees in En-
glish, and Japanese students are able to experience a globally-focused, multi-cultural environment 
while achieving their educational goals.

With the strong support of NAIST’s world-leading faculty members, NAIST students develop into 
qualified and highly specialized researchers and engineers who will make significant contributions to 
humanity in the 21st century.

Nara Women's University Nara Institute of Science and Technology
(NAIST)

Academics Education Programs of: Information and Engineering, Biological Science, Materials Science and 
Engineering, Computational Biology, Intelligent Cyber-Physical Systems, Bionanotechnology, and Data Science 
Number of Students Graduate 1,100 / International Students 247 
Contact Details 8916-5 Takayama-cho, Ikoma, Nara 630-0192, Japan / kokusai@ad.naist.jp / +81 743-72-6245 / 
https://www.naist.jp/en 
Student Exchange ryugaku@ad.naist.jp / +81 743-72-5909 
Research Exchange kokusai@ad.naist.jp / +81 743-72-6245

Academics Letters, Science, Human Life and Environment, Humanities and Sciences 
Number of Students Undergraduate 2,209 / Graduate 535 / International Students 163 
Contact Details Kitauoya-higashimachi, Nara 630-8506, Japan / iec@cc.nara-wu.ac.jp / +81 742-20-3736 / http://
www.nara-wu.ac.jp/nwu/en/index.html 
Student Exchange ryugakusei@cc.nara-wu.ac.jp 
Research Exchange ryugakusei@cc.nara-wu.ac.jp
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Wakayama University is the only national 
university in Wakayama Prefecture which con-
sists of 4 Faculties and 4 Graduate Schools in 
Education, Economics, Systems Engineering, 
Tourism. We provide 2 Doctoral Programs in 
Systems Engineering and Tourism. Wakayama 
University offers education and assistance with 
the view to developing human resources who 
are capable of adequately meeting the needs 
of society, with a strong emphasis on our con-
nection to the community.

Regarding some of our prominent roles, since Wakaya-
ma area is known as an origin of organic chemical 
industry in Japan, the University has performed R&D 
in the chemical field and encouraged activities of the 
local companies. The latest development in the Faculty 
of Tourism is the Global Program, where the students 
will study in English for the whole 4 years, started April 
2016. Wakayama University is the only national university 
providing tourism education through its bachelor’s and 
doctoral program. We are expected to contribute to the 
global development in Tourism Studies with the estab-
lishment of the Center for Tourism Research as the first 
tourism focused research entity in a national university, 
started also in April 2016.

The University is located in Wakayama City, which is 
about one hour from Osaka City and about half an hour 
from KANSAI International Airport. Wakayama City is a 
comfortable place to learn and live in, surrounded by 
beautiful hills and the sea. Moreover, our university is 
able to count on the support of the entire community residing in Wakayama to assist our international 
students. We receive support from the local volunteers who assist in learning Japanese and NPOs, so 
that our students may have a variety of opportunities to learn the current Japanese language and cul-
ture trends.

Tottori University ( TU), established in 1949,at 
present, as a full-fledged university, it is com-
prised of four faculties, namely, Faculty of Re-
gional Sciences, Faculty of Medicine, Faculty of 
Engineering, and Faculty of Agriculture, as well 
as Graduate Schools and the United Graduate 
School of Agricultural Sciences that offer post 
graduate and doctoral courses.

TU has always deliberated upon and solved 
the local issues with local people, and it has 
universalized and extensively disseminated the 

insights obtained during this process to the international 
society, thereby contributing to peace and welfare of 
the world. For example, TU can actually implement the 
outcomes of the research work on afforestation for ero-
sion control and agriculture on sand dunes conducted 
on the sand dunes in Tottori, and it can create a footprint 
expanding over to dry lands in the world. Continuing this 
tradition, we deepen our knowledge and learn various 
theories. With the basic policy of “Fusion of Knowledge 
and Practice” that extensively contributes from the local 
society to the international community through practice, 
we work on imparting education, conducting research, 
and making social contribution. 

Under this basic philosophy, TU nurtures human re-
sources who become a key part in many fields such 
as education, agriculture, industry, and medicine. The 
university is also putting efforts in nurturing human re-
sources having international outlook, and the university 
recommends overseas education through practical lan-

guage training programs in overseas. On the other hand, the university takes overseas students and 
researchers every year from all over the world. In addition, the university has entered into exchange 
agreement with 99 institutions in 33 countries all over the world as a part of the international ex-
change project. In this way, the university strives to achieve mutual amity with international research 
projects and it contributes to globalization of the Japanese society.

Wakayama University Tottori University

Academics Regional Sciences, Medicine, Engineering, Agriculture 
Number of Students Undergraduate 5,228 / Graduate 1,031 / International Students 179 
Contact Details 4-101 Koyama-cho Minami, Tottori-city, Tottori 680-8550, Japan / ge-soumu@ml.adm.tottori-u.
ac.jp / +81 857-31-5007 / https://www.tottori-u.ac.jp/English/ 
Student Exchange kokuko-gaku@ml.adm.tottori-u.ac.jp / +81 857-31-5056 
Research Exchange kokuko-koku@ml.adm.tottori-u.ac.jp / +81 857-31-5010

Academics Education, Economics, Systems Engineering, Tourism 
Number of Students Undergraduate 4,043 / Graduate 572 / International Students 156 
Contact Details 930 Sakaedani, Wakayama-shi, Wakayama 640-8510, Japan / koho@ml.wakayama-u.ac.jp / +81 
73-457-7007 / https://www.wakayama-u.ac.jp/en/ird/ 
Student Exchange kokusai@ml.wajayama-u.ac.jp / +81 73-457-7524 
Research Exchange renkei@ml.wakayama-u.ac.jp / +81 73-457-7575

70 71



Shimane University (SU) is a national university, which 
is located in an area blessed with abundant natural 
resources, a peaceful environment, and consists of six 
Faculties and five Graduate Schools at two campuses 
in Matsue and Izumo, covering almost all fields of study 
such as social sciences, science and technology, and 
medical science. As a center of the local community, SU 
is continuously expanding in size and influence.

Education
SU provides a variety of distinctive education pro-

grams, e.g. the Mathematics and Data Science Educa-
tion Program, the Special English Minor Program for Advanced Stu-
dents and English-taught Courses, to better foster proactive students 
with a humanity-focused education, expert knowledge, and a global 
sensibility.

Research
SU promotes world-level research activities based on regional issues 

in unique areas.
“Next Generation TATARA Project”

SU established the “Next Generation Tatara Co-creation Centre” as 
a premiere research facility on metallic materials. The Centre aims to 
raise highly skilled students who can contribute to the local industry 
while collaborating with the Shimane Prefectural Government, other 
affiliated companies, and with the world’s leading universities/research 
institutes of both inside and outside Japan such as Oxford University.
“UNESCO Chair on Geoenvironmental Disaster Reduction”

As a host institution, SU promotes the development of innovative 
technologies for the prevention and mitigation of geoenvironmental 
disasters and the protection of cultural heritage and Geoparks, in 
collaboration with over 50 universities / research institutes around the 
world.

International Exchanges
SU has exchange agreements with 96 universities/organizations in 28 countries/regions, and accepts over 

200 international students mainly from Asian countries. SU is dedicated to supporting international students 
by offering more lectures taught in English, providing opportunities for internships, and assisting with employ-
ment opportunities in Japan.

Outline of Okayama University
Okayama University is a leading national uni-

versity with over 140 years of history. We have 
11 faculties, 8 graduate schools and other pro-
grams in the humanities, social sciences, nat-
ural sciences, environmental and life sciences, 
and education. 

Okayama University boasts an extensive cam-
pus within an hour’s distance of major cities in 
Japan by air or by train. Approximately 13,000 
students, including 800 international students, 

are currently pursuing their studies on our university campus, 
supported by a faculty and staff of 2,600.

The mission of the university lies in the creation and trans-
mission of knowledge for present and future generations. As a 
trusted public institution, Okayama University is committed to its 
mission of “building a new paradigm for the sustainable devel-
opment of society.” We constantly strive to become one of the 
leading research institutions recognized in Japan and throughout 
the world.

New Bachelor’s Program:The Discovery Program for Global 
Learners

In October 2017, Okayama University launched a brand-new 
Bachelor’s program, the Discovery Program for Global Learners, 
to fulfill its mission as part of the “Top Global University Project.” 
Each year, 30 students from Japan and 30 from abroad join the 

program, and study in an interdisciplinary and bilingual environment.

The Discovery Program aims to nurture inspiring young leaders who will take active roles on the 
global stage. We welcome students with an entrepreneurial spirits, an innovative mind, and a strong 
will to commit themselves to intercultural and interdisciplinary collaboration. Students can pursue 
their studies by mixing courses offered by the university’s existing faculties, and English-based courses 
offered by the Discovery’s own faculty. 

For more information, visit our website. https://discovery.okayama-u.ac.jp/en/

Shimane University Okayama University

Academics Law and Literature, Education, Human Sciences, Medicine, Science and Engineering, Life and 
Environmental Science 
Number of Students Undergraduate 5,363 / Graduate 744 / International Students 199 
Contact Details 1060 Nishikawatsu-cho, Matsue-shi, Shimane 690-8504, Japan / international@office.shimane-u.
ac.jp / +81 852-32-9756 / http://www.shimane-u.ac.jp/en/ 
Student Exchange ied-ryugaku@office.shimane-u.ac.jp / +81 852-32-6106 
Research Exchange ied-koryu@office.shimane-u.ac.jp / +81 852-32-9735

Academics Letters, Education, Law, Economics, Science, Medicine, Health Sciences, Dentistry, Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, Engineering, Environmental Science and Technology, Agriculture, Discovery Program for Global Learners  
Number of Students Undergraduate 10,431 / Graduate 3,579 / International Students 785 
Contact Details 1-1-1 Tsushima-naka, Kita-ku, Okayama 700-8530, Japan / www-adm@adm.okayama-u.ac.jp / 
+81 86-252-1111 / http://www.okayama-u.ac.jp/index_e.html 
Student Exchange dde7046@adm.okayama-u.ac.jp / +81 86-251-7051 
Research Exchange adc7116@adm.okayama-u.ac.jp / +81 86-251-7116
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Hiroshima University (HU) was established in 
Hiroshima, which is the first city an atomic bomb 
was dropped over in human history.  In spite of  
such tragic history, HU has grown into a global in-
stitution with the following founding principle: “a 
single unified university, free and pursuing peace.” 
Currently, the university has its main campus locat-
ed in Higashi-Hiroshima City, coupled with other 
two campuses in Hiroshima City. Consisting of 12 
Schools and 11 Graduate Schools, the university 
has grown into one of the most distinguished re-
search universities in Japan, which facilitates inter-
disciplinary research.

Global Campus
In the past, HU has been quite active in concluding exchange 

agreements with overseas universities / institutions, and it now 
has 334 agreements from 51 countries / regions. Now, about 2,000 
international students from over 70 countries / regions are study-
ing on our three campuses.

The university is keen to welcome more international students 
in future to establish a “Global Campus” where home and inter-
national students can interact with one another daily.

In addition, HU is planning to expand the existing overseas 
centers /offices and enhancing collaborations between them, 
which in turn is expected to further promote student exchanges 
and international collaborative research.

Our Future Prospects
In 2014, HU was selected as one of Japan’s top 13 universities in the “Top Global University Project” 

( Type A ). While promoting university reforms centering on education and research capabilities as its 
driving force, HU aims to become one of the top 100 universities in the world within the next ten years.

By fostering “peace-pursuing, cultured individuals with an international mindset and a challenging 
spirit” who are capable of finding solutions to those heretofore unknown problems, HU aspires to be-
come a “University of World-wide Repute and Splendor for Years into the Future”.

Yamaguchi University is a comprehensive na-
tional university with over 10,000 students in 9 
faculties and 8 graduate schools.The university 
traces its origins back to a private school called 
“Yamaguchi Kodo,” which was founded in 
1815 by Houyou Ueda, a feudal clansman from 
the Choshu Province. The year 2015 marked 
the celebration of the 200th anniversary since 
this founding, making Yamaguchi University the 
third oldest university in Japan. 

Global Education
In order to keep up with increasing globalization in the world, 

evidenced by deepening economic interdependence internation-
ally, rapidly developing information and communications tech-
nology, and increases in foreign travelers and residents, Yamagu-
chi University is now turning its efforts toward fostering globally 
competent human resources who understand global contexts 
and can adapt to different values and environments. Looking 
both to accept as many international students as possible and to 
provide our Japanese students an opportunity to study abroad 
and experience different cultures, the university boasts a variety 
of programs that cultivate global competence. These programs 
are supported by 160 overseas partner universities and institu-
tions in 36 countries and territories, 6 overseas offices, and 8 
double degree programs as of March 31, 2019.

Our Vision for the Future
As the region’s key comprehensive university, we continue to strive for the further development and 

enrichment of our education and research and the promotion of local community partnership. This 
area was the birthplace of the Meiji Restoration, and we carry forward that spirit of challenge and 
change that took root here. Our goal is to evolve as a unique university in the Asia-Pacific region and 
truly become a diverse campus where all our students and staff members as well as community mem-
bers can share in great experiences across different histories, cultures, races, languages, religions, and 
genders.

Hiroshima University Yamaguchi University

Academics Integrated Arts and Sciences, Letters, Education, Law, Economics, Science, Medicine, Dentistry, 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, Engineering, Applied Biological Science, Informatics and Data Science, Social 
Sciences,  Advanced Sciences of Matter, Biomedical and Health Sciences, Integrated Science for Life, 
International Development and Cooperation 
Number of Students Undergraduate 11,053 / Graduate 5,003 / International Students 1,950 
Contact Details 1-3-2, Kagamiyama, Higashi-Hiroshima City, Hiroshima 739-8511, Japan / web-admin@office.
hiroshima-u.ac.jp / +81 82-422-7111 / https://www.hiroshima-u.ac.jp/en 
Student Exchange kokusai-ryugaku@office.hiroshima-u.ac.jp / +81 82-424-6182 / 4346 
Research Exchange ura@office.hiroshima-u.ac.jp / +81 82-424-4427

Academics Humanities, Education, Economics, Science, Medicine and Health Sciences, Engineering, Agriculture, 
Veterinary Medicine, Global and Science Studies, East Asian Studies, Innovation and Technology Management 
Number of Students Undergraduate 8,867 / Graduate 1,539 / International Students 435 
Contact Details 1677-1 Yoshida, Yamaguchi City, Yamaguchi 753-8511, Japan / sh012@yamaguchi-u.ac.jp / +81 
83-933-5000 / http://www.yamaguchi-u.ac.jp/english.html 
Student Exchange ga142@yamaguchi-u.ac.jp / +81 83-933-5982 
Research Exchange kenkyu@yamaguchi-u.ac.jp / +81 83-933-5011
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Tokushima University was established as a na-
tional university in 1949. The university consists 
of two campuses, and aims to enhance man-
kind’s culture and welfare by training human 
resources and promoting academic studies, by 
striving for the pursuit of truth and advance-
ment of knowledge in a spirit of independence, 
and to pass along to others our outstanding 
scientific, technological and cultural traditions. 
We are open to the whole world, and we are 
doing our best to create a rich and peaceful 
society for the future.

The university has Josanjima Campus and Kuramoto Cam-
pus. On Josanjima Campus, there are the Faculties of In-
tegrated Arts and Sciences, Science and Technology, and 
Bioscience and Bioindustry, and the Graduate Schools of 
Integrated Arts and Sciences, and Advanced Technology and 
Science. As for the affiliated facilities, we have International 
Center, University Library, and other institutes and centers.

On Kuramoto Campus, there are the Faculties of Medicine, 
Dentistry, and Pharmaceutical Sciences, and the Graduate 
Schools of Medical Sciences, Oral Sciences, Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, Nutrition and Biosciences, and Health Sciences. 
As for the affiliated facilities, we have Tokushima University 
Hospital, Institute for Advanced Medical Sciences, and other 
institutes and centers.

The university provides newly-arrived international students 
with various types of educational support including orientations and Japanese language courses. 
Furthermore, we organize many events in which Japanese and international students can participate 
together to get to know each other better, such as Summer School that our partner universities jointly 
participate, International Coordination Symposium that invites former international students to talk 
about their contributions back in their home countries after graduation, the multi-cultural exchange 
party for international students to have interactions with Japanese people, and study tours to experi-
ence Japanese culture. 

Location
The Naruto University of Education adjoins a 

Seto Inland Sea National Park. The university’s 
surroundings include the dynamic Naruto whirl-
pools, Ryōzen-ji Temple, which is the first stop 
on the 88-temple Shikoku Pilgrimage, and the 
Ōtsuka Museum of Art, which houses an exhib-
it of ceramic plate reproductions of Western 
works of art. Only two hours by highway bus 
from Osaka, the park draws large numbers of 
tourists and pilgrims.

A scenic and shining idyll of sapphire sea and emerald 
trees, our university’s extraordinarily beautiful campus is 
conducive to an expansive atmosphere that encourages 
contemplative and studious effort. 

Mission and Vision
Higher standards for teachers have come to be expect-

ed today in Japanese society. As educators, teachers 
should have not only thorough understanding of the 
growth and development of human beings but also suffi-
cient knowledge, ideas, background, methods and tech-
nique to teach effectively. 

Naruto University of Education was established on Oc-
tober 1, 1981 by the Japanese government to respond 
with a new approach to such social demands. The uni-
versity is a new kind of University for teachers in that it 
is designed to retrain teachers from nation-wide schools 
through advanced course work and research in graduate 
programs as well as to produce elementary and second-

ary school teachers in undergraduate programs. In April of 1984, the first students were enrolled into 
the graduate program. The first students in the school education department entered in April of 1986.

Tokushima University Naruto University of Education

Academics Social Sciences, Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmaceutical Sciences, Engineering, Bioscience and 
Bioindustry 
Number of Students Undergraduate 6,086 / Graduate 1,622 / International Students 267 
Contact Details 2-24 Shinkura-cho, Tokushima-shi, Tokushima 770-8501, Japan / soumuk@tokushima-u.ac.jp / 
+81 88-656-7008 / http://www.tokushima-u.ac.jp/english/ 
Student Exchange ryugakuk@tokushima-u.ac.jp / +81 88-656-7079 
Research Exchange kokukikakuk@tokushima-u.ac.jp / +81 88-656-7491

Academics Education 
Number of Students Undergraduate 463 / Graduate 535 / International Students 58 
Contact Details 748 Nakajima, Takashima, Naruto-cho, Naruto-shi, Tokushima 772-8502, Japan / kokusai@
naruto-u.ac.jp / +81 88-687-6111 / http://www.naruto-u.ac.jp/english/ 
Student Exchange kokusai@naruto-u.ac.jp / +81 88-687-6111 
Research Exchange kenkyu@naruto-u.ac.jp / kokusai@naruto-u.ac.jp / +81 88-687-6078 / +81 88-687-6111
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Kagawa University is located in Takamatsu 
City, Kagawa Prefecture, alongside the Seto In-
land Sea National Park. It has six faculties and 
seven graduate schools and undertakes the ed-
ucation of approximately 5,700 undergraduate 
and 700 graduate students. 

The university was established in 1949, and 
was first comprised of two faculties – the Facul-
ty of Economics and the Faculty of Education. 
The university added the Faculty of Agriculture 
in 1955, the Faculty of Law in 1981, and the 
Faculty of Engineering in 1997. These additions 
were then followed by the integration with the Kagawa Medical 
School in 2003, creating a new Kagawa University.

In April 2018, the university created a new Faculty of Engineer-
ing and Design from the former Faculty of Engineering, with the 
aim of developing human-oriented, innovative human resources 
capable of creating new added value. The Faculty has begun its 
work on nurturing students’ design thinking skills and risk man-
agement capabilities. These skills of design thinking and risk man-
agement have also been incorporated into the common educa-
tion curriculum for all students at the university. Furthermore, the 
university will foster the basics of information sciences necessary 
in all fields in the information-oriented society. Design thinking 
that creates these kinds of innovations, Risk management that 
contributes to resilience and cyber security, and Informatics that 
exceeds specialized fields constitute what we call DRI education. 

In terms of research, Kagawa University is the birthplace of rare 
sugar research. The International Institute of Rare Sugar Research 
and Education aims to enhance the technology for rare sugar production to further strengthen the 
cooperation between industry, academia and government; and to enrich the global development of 
basic and applied research with international collaborations. 

The Institute of Education, Research and Regional Cooperation for Crisis Management Shikoku was 
established in 2016 to promote regional cooperation on disaster prevention, mitigation and crisis 
management in Shikoku.

In addition, the Kagawa University Innovation Design Institute (KIDI) was established in 2018 to pro-
mote large-scale research projects sought for solving complex problems through cross-sectoral coop-
eration of Industry-University-Government.

Ehime University, established in 1949, has 7 
faculties: Agriculture, Collaborative Regional 
Innovation, Education, Engineering, Law and 
Letters, Medicine, Science, and six graduate 
schools awarding master’s and doctoral de-
grees.

Research: Three world-class research centers: 
the Geodynamics Research Center produces 
the world’s largest, hardest diamond, the Pro-
teo-Science Center is working on a malaria vac-
cine and the Center for Marine Environmental 

Studies has 100,000 tissue specimens tracking a 40-year his-
tory of heavy metal pollution. Research is also being done in 
the evolution of the cosmos, and ancient Asian iron culture.

Education: Ehime University is the leader in Japan for facul-
ty and staff development, sponsoring workshops and other 
programs year round.  It also has a unique tenure track pro-
gram teaching research skills, pedagogy and management. 
Student leadership is fostered in the Ehime Leaders School 
and special student volunteers working with the university to 
improve campus life.  

Regional Development: The Paper Industry Innovation 
Center, the South Ehime Fisheries Research Center and the 
Center for High-technology Greenhouse Plant Production 
support development of local industries.

International Relations: We have 306 international students 
from over 30 countries and partnerships with 143 foreign 
universities.

Location: Ehime University is located in Matsuyama, pop. 500,000, the largest city, on the island of 
Shikoku. It has a mild climate and two of the most popular regional tourist sites in Japan, Dogo Onsen 
Hotspring and Matsuyama Castle, are within walking distance of the main campus.

Kagawa University Ehime University

Academics Education, Law, Economics, Medicine, Engineering and Design, Agriculture, Management 
Number of Students Undergraduate 5,693 / Graduate 849 / International Students 185 
Contact Details 1-1 Saiwai-cho, Takamatsu, Kagawa 760-8521, Japan / soumkot@jim.ao.kagawa-u.ac.jp / +81 87-
832-1000 / https://www.kagawa-u.ac.jp/english/ 
Student Exchange kuioryu@ao.kagawa-u.ac.jp / +81 87-832-1149 
Research Exchange soryucet@jim.ao.kagawa-u.ac.jp / +81 87-832-1318

Academics Law and Letters, Education, Collaborative Regional Innovation, Science, Medicine, Engineering, 
Agriculture, United Graduate School of Agricultural Science 
Number of Students Undergraduate 8,315 / Graduate 1,149 / International Students 306 
Contact Details 10-13,Dogo-Himata,Matsuyama,Ehime 790-8577, Japan / soumu@stu.ehime-u.ac.jp / +81 89-
927-9000 / https://www.ehime-u.ac.jp/english/ 
Student Exchange kokuryu@stu.ehime-u.ac.jp / +81 89-927-9157 
Research Exchange kikakuse@stu.ehime-u.ac.jp / +81 89-927-8958
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National University Corporation Kochi Univer-
sity was established on the principle that, ‘in 
accordance with the spirit of the Fundamental 
Law of Education’, we shall contribute to both 
the local and international communities by 
promoting the development of opportunities 
for learning and research and the fostering of 
human resources.

We believe that the proper functions of the 
university are education, research, and both re-
gional and international collaboration. We are 
obliged by our own efforts to constantly pursue 
the goals of self-reinvigoration and the promotion and expan-
sion of learning on the basis of free creative thinking and on the 
knowledge that we have inherited from our predecessors. The 
products of these efforts must always meet the varying needs of 
society and the times.

Kochi University was founded in 1949 as a new authorized na-
tional institution on the amalgamated revision of Kochi Normal 
School, Kochi Higher School and Kochi Young Men’s Normal 
School, merged with Kochi Medical College in October 2003, 
and started anew as National University Corporation Kochi Uni-
versity in April 2004. 

Kochi University, consisted of 6 faculties and a graduate school, 
is located in Kochi Prefecture, Shikoku Island. Facing the Pacific 
Ocean, it is blessed with mild climate, the cleanest rivers and the 
largest proportion of forested land in Japan. Kochi University has 
three campuses, Asakura, Monobe and Oko Campuses. Kochi 
University aims at providing higher education with Kochi’s free and generous spirit as its background.

Faculty: Humanities and Social Sciences, Education, Science and Technology, Medical School, Agri-
culture and Marine Science, Regional Collaboration, TOSA Innovative Human Development Programs

Graduate School: 
(Master’s Courses)  Humanities and Social Sciences, Studies in Education, Studies in Science, Medi-

cal Science, Nursing Science, Agricultural Science
(Professional Degree Course) Program for Advanced Professional Development in Teacher Education
(Doctoral Courses)  Studies in Applied Science, Medicine, Kuroshio Science

University of Teacher Education Fukuoka, serving 
as a center in the Kyushu area as an educational 
research facility, aims to develop intelligence and 
growth while training competent educators by 
providing our students with rich training and pro-
found technical knowledge and skills. We aim to 
contribute to the development of culture in the 
local and national communities while international-
izing students through educational and academic 
exchanges with educational organizations around 
the world, especially East Asian countries. 

University of Teacher Education Fukuoka has so 
far steadfastly pursued its objective of training 
competent educators. It recently redefined its mis-
sion in step with government reforms. Its new mis-
sion is to serve as a regional hub for the training 
of teachers involved in compulsory education, ex-
ecute a qualitative shift toward practice-oriented 
teacher training programs, and thereby contribute 
to enhancing the quality of school teaching in 
Japan. In order to fulfill its mission and responsi-
bilities, University of Teacher Education Fukuoka 
will implement the concrete reforms as part of the 
third midterm objectives’ period, and increase 
efforts to meet the expectations of the local com-
munity and the public.  

Kochi University University of Teacher Education Fukuoka

Academics Soil information analysis, Soil ecology, Tropical soil science  
Number of Students Undergraduate 4,950 / Graduate 489 / International Students 140 
Contact Details 2-5-1 Akebono-cho, Kochi 780-8520, Japan / kh13@kochi-u.ac.jp / +81 88-844-8643 / http://
www.kochi-u.ac.jp/english/ 
Student Exchange kr03@kochi-u.ac.jp / +81 88-844-8145 / 8683 
Research Exchange kr05@kochi-u.ac.jp / +81 88-844-8635 / 8781

Academics Education 
Number of Students Undergraduate 2,662 / Graduate 173 / International Students 29 
Contact Details 1-1 Akamabunkyo-machi, Munakata, Fukuoka 811-4192, Japan / ryugak01@fukuoka-edu.ac.jp / 
+81 940-35-1247 / https://www.fukuoka-edu.ac.jp/english/ 
Student Exchange ryugak01@fukuoka-edu.ac.jp / +81 940-35-1247 
Research Exchange kenkyuch@fukuoka-edu.ac.jp / +81 940-35-1251
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Founded in 1911, Kyushu University is a 
leading research-oriented institute of higher 
education in Fukuoka, which is historically re-
nowned as Japan’s gateway to Asia for profound 
cultural and economic interactions due to its 
geographical proximity to continental Asia. With 
an enrollment of nearly 20,000 students, Kyushu 
University is comprised of 12 undergraduate 
schools, 18 graduate schools, 17 faculties, 5 re-
search institutes, University hospital, and Univer-
sity library, as well as over 50 affiliated research 
centers. The international student population is 
more than 2,300, representing about 100 countries and re-
flecting our steadfast commitment to internationalization. 
It has opened its 12th undergraduate school, the School 
of Interdisciplinary Science and Innovation in April 2018 
which aims to cultivate highly talented professionals who 
can solve the global issues facing humankind.

Kyushu University finally completed its relocation to Ito 
Campus in September 2018, and it is now officially one 
of the largest and most advanced university campuses 
in Japan. Wanting to build more than just a world-class 
research and education center, we put great thought into 
the design in order to create a beautiful, open campus 
that coexists with the natural environment and preserves 
much of the original landscape.

The Japanese Government launched the Top Global 
University Project under the ten-year funding scheme in 
2014. Selected as one of the initiatives for university’s in-
ternationalization, Kyushu University is implementing ma-
jor reforms of portfolios in research, education, and governance for creation of top global hub campus. 
We are dedicated to reinforcing various international programs for students and international research 
collaborations. Kyushu University offers a variety of degree programs taught solely in English and we are 
developing more study programs collaborating with international partners.

Extending the Frontiers of Engineering:
Educating the Next Generation of Talented 
Engineers

Meiji College of Technology, a precursor to 
Kyushu Institute of Technology (Kyutech), was 
founded by Mr. Keiichiro Yasukawa, a noted 
businessman of the time. In 110 years since its 
foundation, Kyutech has produced over 60,000 
talented engineers by practicing its founding 
principle of “instilling a deep knowledge of sci-
ence and engineering in high caliber students.” 

Kyutech has been contributing to knowledge creation that will 
lead to academic progress, enhanced competitiveness in industry 
and regional development by making the most of its education 
and research capabilities.

Kyutech has been producing the engineers who provide solu-
tions to the complicated challenges in the rapidly changing soci-
ety. Kyutech focuses on not only the education of knowledge and 
skills, but also notices the essential qualities for global engineers: 
acceptance of diverse cultures, communication skills, self-learn-
ing skills, problem finding and solution skills, and engineering 
design skills. To cultivate these qualities, Kyutech offers a variety 
of study programs and the best learning environment.

In addition, we believe university is a place for knowledge cre-
ation which unlocks the future. As knowledge creation, research 
activities have two aspects of value; one is for the development 

of academic studies and the other is for the development of society. Kyutech has established 10 stra-
tegic research centers for the study of environment, energy, space, LSI, networks, robots and more in 
order to ensure a diverse array of research activities, and to actively promote industrial-academia col-
laborations. 

Kyutech always seeks opportunities for information exchange, dialogue and collaboration with the 
public to introduce our various education and research activities. We aim to build up relationships and 
networks, to enhance the quality of education and research, and to realize a campus which encourag-
es people to join in the pursuit of knowledge.

Kyushu University Kyushu Institute of Technology

Academics Letters, Education, Law, Economics, Science, Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmaceutical Sciences, School 
of Interdisciplinary Science and Innovation, Engineering, Design, Agriculture, Intergrated Sciences for Global 
Society, Human-Environment Studies, Mathematics, Systems Life Sciences, Information Science and Electrical 
Engineering, Engineering Sciences, Bioresource and Bioenvironmental Sciences, Intergrated Frontier Sciences 
Number of Students Undergraduate 11,679 / Graduate 6,989 / International Students 2,313 
Contact Details 744 Motooka, Nishi-ku, Fukuoka City, Fukuoka Prefecture 819-0395 JAPAN / sysintlkh@jimu.
kyushu-u.ac.jp / +81 92-802-2131 / http://www.kyushu-u.ac.jp/en/ 

Academics Engineering, Computer Science and Systems Engineering, Life Science and Systems Engineering 
Number of Students Undergraduate 4,091 / Graduate 1,541 / International Students 336 
Contact Details 1-1 Sensui-cho, Tobata-ku, Kitakyushu, Fukuoka 804-8550, Japan / kok-kouryu@jimu.kyutech.
ac.jp / +81 93-884-3063 / http://www.kyutech.ac.jp/english/ 
Student Exchange kok-kouryu@jimu.kyutech.ac.jp / +81 93-884-3063 
Research Exchange kok-kouryu@jimu.kyutech.ac.jp / +81 93-884-3063
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Saga University is a national university located 
in the prefectural seat of Saga Prefecture, Saga 
City. The university was originally founded in 
1949 and later combined with Saga Medical 
School in 2003. Saga University consists of six 
faculties, and six graduate schools, one joint 
Usage / Research Center, and six adjoined insti-
tutions. Saga University is one of Asia’s major 
intellectual organizations and strives to con-
tribute to the development of an international 
society.

Most international students are administered 
through the Center for Promotion of International Exchange 
(CPIE ).

The CPIE, established on November 1st 2011, is respon-
sible for the management of Japanese Language Courses, 
student exchange programs (SPACE ), Japanese Language 
and Culture Studies Program and student counseling for in-
ternational students. We are focused on ensuring that Saga 
University, along with the Saga area, provides international 
students with a nurturing and exciting educational and so-
cial environment.

The university has a long history of supporting interna-
tional students by providing Japanese language classes, 
housing through the NPO International lodging house 
-Kokusaigeshukuya- and offering assistance with housing 
insurance. As a result, many international students who have 
graduated from our institution say that “Saga is a warm 
community to live in and Saga University provides students 
with a positive environment for learning”.

Admission & Support Information
1.Saga University offers as a unique scholarship program: Strategic International Postgraduate Program 

(SIPOP), Saga University Scholarship for International Students and Kinoshita Memorial Scholarship.
2.Saga University supports international students to have a fruitful campus life not only in study but 

also in daily social life. For example, many events for international exchanges are held in our campus 
throughout the year. 

In November 1857, a Dutch army surgeon 
JLC Pompe van Meerdervoort started giving 
medical lectures in Dutch to 12 students includ-
ing Ryojyun Matsumoto, a Shogunate doctor. 
This medical school is the origin of the School 
of Medicine in Nagasaki University today and 
the university itself. The university currently has 
nine undergraduate faculties/schools and seven 
graduate schools for education and research, 
further expanding its scope to meet demands of 
the times.

International Students
As of October 1, 2018, 570 international students from 58 

different countries are studying at Nagasaki University. The 
Center for Japanese Language and Student Exchange provides 
international students with assistance so that they will be able 
to settle as easily as possible and it also offers courses about 
Japanese language and culture.

The University has two International Houses with a combined 
capacity for about 180 international students and researchers 
to begin their new life with ease. In addition, about 30 inter-
national students are currently living in a student dormitory 
together with their Japanese peers.

Depending on the eligibility of each student, there are pos-
sibilities for scholarships from the Japan Student Services Or-
ganization (JASSO) as well as other external opportunities and 
the University’s own bursaries. At present, together with tuition 
exemption possibilities – partially or fully - a majority of interna-
tional students benefit from some kind of financial aid.

Research
Integrating our unique education and research domains on food resource and environment around 

Tropical Medicine, Infection, and Radiation Medical Science, we aim to be a global education and re-
search center on “Health and Safety of the earth and human beings”, and be an outstanding compre-
hensive research university with further advancement, personalization and internationalization of our 
overall education and research as well as development of influential research results and researchers.

Saga University Nagasaki University

Academics Education, Art and Regional Design, Economics, Medicine, Science and Engineering, Agriculture 
Number of Students Undergraduate 5,795 / Graduate 677 / International Students 245 
Contact Details .Honjo Campus 1 Honjo-machi, Saga City, Saga 840-8502, Japan .Nabeshima Campus 1-1, 
5-chome, Nabeshima, Saga City, Saga 849-8501, Japan / ryugaku@mail.admin.saga-u.ac.jp / +81 952-28-8203 / 
http://www.saga-u.ac.jp/english/index.html  
Student Exchange ryugaku@mail.admin.saga-u.ac.jp / +81 952-28-8169

Academics Global Humanities and Social Sciences, Education, Economics, Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, Engineering, Environmental Sciences, Fisheries, Biomedical Sciences, Tropical Medicine and Global 
Health 
Number of Students Undergraduate 7,627 / Graduate 1,564 / International Students 569 
Contact Details 1-14 Bunkyo-machi, Nagasaki City, Nagasaki 852-8521, Japan / www_admin@ml.nagasaki-u.ac.jp 
/ +81 95-819-2007 / http://www.nagasaki-u.ac.jp/en/ 
Student Exchange ryugaku_shien@ml.nagasaki-u.ac.jp / +81 95-819-2037
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Kumamoto University is located in Kumamoto 
City, in the heart of Kyushu Island, which is the 
third largest island of Japan. The University 
is one of the oldest universities in Japan, and 
has been at the forefront of culture, advancing 
science and technology, accepting many inter-
national students, and contributing to local and 
international communities.

We have been selected by the Ministry 
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 
Technology (MEXT) for the following 3 proj-
ects: the Program for Promoting the Enhancement of 
Research Universities, the Top Global University Project 
and Program for Promoting Regional Revitalization by 
Universities as Centers of Community (COC+Program). 
Consequently, Kumamoto University will be seeing in-
creased internationalization brought about by interna-
tional academic and student exchange programs (as of 
March 2019, we have partnered with 222 institutes from 
51 countries and regions), global collaboration research 
programs with the world’s leading researchers, and other 
such international activities. The short-term international 
student exchange programs are conducted at both Ku-
mamoto University and our partner universities. Through 
these activities, Kumamoto University has been contrib-
uting to local communities and to global society.

Japanese higher education institutions are widely rec-
ognized as centers of excellence in many disciplines. Not 
surprisingly, Japan is an increasingly popular destination 
for students and researchers from around the world who 
wish to take advantage of the high education standard and share in a unique cultural experience. In 
addition, Japan is renowned worldwide for its friendliness and welcome to visitors. These values are 
as prevalent in Japanese society today as ever, and you can be sure that an integral part of the “Ku-
mamoto experience” will be the welcome you will receive.

Oita University was originally founded in 
1949 and later combined with Oita Medical 
University in 2003. The university now consists 
of five faculties and five graduate schools with 
4,926 undergraduate students, 627 graduate 
students, as well as 165 international students 
from about 20 countries. We also have partner-
ships with 93 foreign universities. 

Oita University aims to meet demands of our 
changing society with a new wave of social-
ly-responsible action. At the highest level we 
intend to take on a diversity of challenges, to 

develop the university, and to foster human resources.

Charter of OITA UNIVERSITY (Excerpt)
The world has recently seen bewildering changes, and the 

role of the universities must also change.
Oita was once the center for Japan’s inter-cultural ex-

change. Oita University hopes to continue to build on this 
tradition of initiative. The basic principles and goals for car-
rying out the university’s mission are laid out here.

Students are drawn from a variety of academic back-
grounds. It is therefore essential to establish a system for 
their education which will effectively answer individual 
needs. It will help students to develop their moral sense, 
their creativity, and their practical abilities. At the same time, 
it is necessary for the university to encourage advanced 
research in many fields. Our basic concern will be to secure 
freedom of research while ensuring that the results of re-
search are disclosed. The university should be organized so 
as to maintain a balance between fundamental and applied 

research, and should work towards a rebuilding of knowledge. It is also important to promote active 
contributions to, and interaction with, both domestic and international society through constructive 
communication.

To carry out these tasks, the university needs to have an ongoing reform, based on a regular review 
and evaluation of its system and method of management.

Oita University will begin a new chapter in its history with a renewed organization and system.        

Kumamoto University Oita University

Academics Letters, Education, Law, Science, Medicine, Pharmacy, Engineering 
Number of Students Undergraduate 8,015 / Graduate 2,147 / International Students 543 
Contact Details 2-39-1 Kurokami, Chuo-ku, Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan / gji-kikaku@jimu.kumamoto-u.ac.jp / 
+81 96-342-2131 / http://ewww.kumamoto-u.ac.jp/en/ 
Student Exchange gji-ryugaku@jimu.kumamoto-u.ac.jp / +81 96-342-2168 
Research Exchange gji-kikaku@jimu.kumamoto-u.ac.jp / +81 96-342-2131

Academics Education, Economics, Medicine, Science and Technology, Welfare and Health Science, Social Service 
Administration 
Number of Students Undergraduate 4,926 / Graduate 627 / International Students 165 
Contact Details 700 Dannoharu, Oita City, Oita  / 870-1192, Japan / koho@oita-u.ac.jp / +81 97-569-3311 / 
https://www.oita-u.ac.jp/lang/en/ 
Student Exchange ryugaku@oita-u.ac.jp / +81 97-554-7444 
Research Exchange tankoury@oita-u.ac.jp / +81 97-554-7429
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The University of Miyazaki (UoM) was estab-
lished as a national university corporation in 
2003, through the merger of Miyazaki Universi-
ty and Miyazaki Medical College. In April 2016, 
UoM entered a new stage by opening the 
Faculty of Regional Innovation. The addition 
brought our total number of faculties to five, 
along with the faculties of Agriculture, Educa-
tion, Engineering, and Medicine, in addition to 
six graduate schools. 

Moving forward, the UoM will continue to 
specialize its university functions while striving to enhance 
the individualization of our 5,500 students and 1,800 faculty 
members. Toward that end, we are engaging in innovative 
cross-disciplinary programs that combine the fields of Medi-
cine and Veterinary medicine as well as Agriculture and Engi-
neering. 

UoM is striving to enhance its global profile by encourag-
ing more Japanese students to study abroad and welcoming 
more international students to our campus. Currently, more 
than 200 international students are enrolled at UoM, and we 
have opened five overseas offices in four Asian countries to 
promote academic and student exchanges. 

In 2017, UoM launched the JICA-funded Bangladesh-Japan 
ICT Engineers Training (B-JET ) program that aims to train 
human resources in the ICT sector. Program participants first 
undergo Japanese-language in their home country Bangladesh, followed by further instruction and in-
ternships in Miyazaki. All of the former B-JET trainees are currently working in Japan, including many 
who are employed by companies in Miyazaki City. The city government also provides financial assis-
tance to companies participating in the program. This project is an example of how UoM is promoting 
internationalization together with the local community. 

In striving for such innovation, UoM is guided by the outlook expressed in its university slogan: “Look 
at the World, Start with the Community.” 

Kagoshima University has a long history and 
rich tradition in education, and the university’s 
origins can be traced back to the Hangaku Zo-
shikan School, which was established in 1773 
and was run by the feudal domain. After the 
merger of several higher education institutions 
including the Seventh Higher School estab-
lished during the Meiji period, Kagoshima Uni-
versity inherited this educational tradition and 
was newly established in 1949 as a national 
university. The university has developed into 
one of the leading comprehensive universities 

comprising 9 faculties, 9 graduate schools and 10 education 
and research institutes with approximately 9,000 undergrad-
uates and 1,600 graduate students including 360 interna-
tional students.

In the Kagoshima University Charter, approved in 2007, 
the university declares itself to be a comprehensive univer-
sity that contributes to the development of society with the 
community in full respect of the spirit of self-sufficiency and 
enterprise. The university endeavors to produce graduates 
possessing high moral principles and a social nature and 
individuals who aspire to overcome challenges and work ac-
tively for the global society. 

We are engaged in developing cutting-edge research by 
applying our specialized knowledge and skills. In particular, 
we encourage our highly esteemed basic and applied re-
search and promote research which brings innovation while 
conducting interdisciplinary research in order to solve local 

issues. At the same time, as ‘the center of intelligence’ in the community, the university promotes the 
development of quality lifelong learning, cultivation of human resources, joint research projects with 
the local community, and industry-university-government collaboration. 

Kagoshima University aims to significantly increase our presence all over the world through our vari-
ous activities and contribute to society both locally and internationally.

University of Miyazaki Kagoshima University

Academics Education, Medicine, Engineering, Agriculture, Regional Innovation, Nursing, Medicine and Veterinary 
Medicine, Agriculture and Engineering 
Number of Students Undergraduate 4,740 / Graduate 785 / International Students 226 
Contact Details 1-1 Gakuen-Kibanadai-Nishi, Miyazaki 889-2192, Japan / kokusai@of.miyazaki-u.ac.jp / +81 985-
58-7104 / http://www.miyazaki-u.ac.jp/english/ 
Student Exchange ryugaku@of.miyazaki-u.ac.jp / +81 985-58-7134 
Research Exchange kokusai@of.miyazaki-u.ac.jp / +85 985-58-7104

Academics Law, Economics and Humanities, Education, Science, Medicine, Dentistry, Engineering, Agriculture, 
Fisheries, Veterinary Medicine 
Number of Students Undergraduate 8,822 / Graduate 1,553 / International Students 360 
Contact Details 1-21-24, Korimoto, Kagoshima 890-8580, Japan / kjigyo@kuas.kagoshima-u.ac.jp / +81 99-285-
7111 / https://www.kagoshima-u.ac.jp/en/ 
Student Exchange ryugaku@kuas.kagoshima-u.ac.jp / +81 99-285-7325 
Research Exchange kenkyo@kuas.kagoshima-u.ac.jp / +81 99-285-3224
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Fundamental goals of the National Institute of 
Fitness and Sports (NIFS) 

As the only national university in Japan special-
izing in sports, NIFS works through the mediums 
of sport and physical activity to cultivate capable 
individuals possessing creativity and vitality; char-
acteristics essential to a healthy body and a bal-
anced, harmonious mindset. The university works 
to contribute to the betterment of the nation’s 
health as a whole, the promotion of learning and 
culture in both sport and the physical sciences, 
and to the formation of a healthy, active society. 

NIFS has adopted the following fundamental 
goals for education, research, social contributions, 
and globalization, while continuing to work to 
increasingly gain the trust of society and to win 
acclaim as a university with a unique defining char-
acter.

The history of NIFS
Oct 1, 1981 Formally established
Apr 1, 1984 Student enrollment begins
Apr 1, 1988 Graduate School of Physical Educa-

tion (Master’s Course) is established
Apr 1, 2004 Graduate School of Physical Educa-

tion (Doctor’s Course) is established
Apr 1, 2016 Joint graduate programs are estab-

lished with the University  of Tsukuba 
.Joint Master’s Program in Internation-
al Development and Peace through 
Sport 
.Joint Doctoral Program in Advanced 
Physical Education and Sports for 
Higher Education

The University of the Ryukyus is located in Oki-
nawa, the southern part of Japan, and consists of 
seven faculties and eight graduate schools. Oki-
nawa is blessed with a sub-tropical climate and an 
abundance of nature, making it a popular desti-
nation for many tourists from mainland Japan and 
abroad.

During its years as the Ryukyu Kingdom, Oki-
nawa forged trading ties with China, Korea and 
Southeast Asia. Owing to its past, Okinawa’s cul-
ture is richly diverse and strongly influenced by its 
former trading partners.

Taking advantage of its historical background 
and geographical characteristics, the University of 
the Ryukyus emphasizes education and research 
rooted in regional characteristics, including; 1. 
Field research on coral reefs and subtropical rain 
forests; 2. Tropical agriculture and biotechnology 
using unique bioresources; 3. Advanced medical 
research on tropical infectious diseases and Okina-
wa’s health and longevity; 4. Information technol-
ogy, smart energy use, infrastructure management 
for the development of island’s sustainable societ-
ies; 5. Okinawan history, culture, people, language 
and cross-cultural studies and 6. Comprehensive 
research on the Asia-Pacific region surrounding 
Okinawa.

In line with its vison as a university with local and 
global features, the university has actively promot-
ed international exchanges with academic institu-
tions overseas, especially in the Asia and Pacific 
region.

National Institute of 
Fitness and Sports in Kanoya University of the Ryukyus

Academics Physical Education 
Number of Students Undergraduate 777 / Graduate 58 / International Students 9 
Contact Details 1 Shiromizu-cho, Kanoya-shi, Kagoshima 891-2393, Japan / soumu@nifs-k.ac.jp / +81 994-46-
4111 / https://www.nifs-k.ac.jp/en/index.html 
Student / Research Exchange kyoumu2@nifs-k.ac.jp / +81 994-46-4922

Academics Humanities and Social Sciences, Global and Regional Studies, Education, Science, Medicine,  
Engineering, Agriculture, Tourism Sciences, Health Sciences, Law 
Number of Students Undergraduate 7,278 / Graduate 926 / International Students 296 
Contact Details 1 Senbaru, Nishihara-cho, Nakagami-gun, Okinawa 903-0213, Japan / kogakuko@acs.u-ryukyu.
ac.jp / +81 98-895-8131 / http://www.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/ 
Student Exchange inbound@acs.u-ryukyu.ac.jp / +81 98-895-8096 
Research Exchange research_exchange@acs.u-ryukyu.ac.jp / +81 98-895-8979
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The Japan Association of National Universities ( JANU ), founded in 1950, is 
the association of all 86 national universities in Japan. 

Objectives of JANU (Article 4 of the Articles of Incorporation)
JANU shall contribute to the promotion of national university corporations and 

the improvement of standards of higher education and academic research in our 
nation with well-balanced development, creating the circumstances to ensure 
outstanding achievements conducted by national university corporations on 
various activities related to education, research and contribution to the society.

Activities of JANU (Article 5 of the Articles of Incorporation)
(1) Activities necessary for national universities to promote high-quality 

education, academic research, and social contribution
(2) Studies and research necessary for universities’ voluntary policy-making 

activities as well as for proposals concerning the national government’s 
policies on higher education, academic research, etc. 

(3) International exchange programs based on international partnership
(4) Support for the management and administration of national university 

corporations
(5) Other activities necessary for achieving the objectives of JANU
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