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Tohoku University is well known 
for its open and progressive policies.
It was the first Imperial University 
to admit women and foreign students.
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Tohoku University Code for Responsible Conduct of Research Activities 3/10

Research is a craft that creates knowledge and culture shared by humanity,
and its fruits contribute to the progress and advancement of society.
Individuals engaged in research activities at Tohoku University, including
faculty, staff, and students, are required to satisfy the social mandate as
experts, exercise their right to uncover the truth based on their own
professional judgment, as well as comply with the principles of responsible
conduct of research activities, adhere to social norms, laws, and ordinances,
and fulfill their social responsibility as researchers under academic freedom.

(7)If carrying out activities in partnership and in cooperation with
organizations or companies outside of the university, take care to avoid
conflict of interest with the public good or with the duties of the university;

(8)Account for research funding sources, and adhere to the rules on the use of
research funds;and

(9)Adhere to research-related laws, ordinances, and guidelines established by 
relevant government agencies and other institutions, including those 
regarding the environment, safety, bioethics, and security trade control, as 
well as the regulations of academic societies to which the researcher belongs. 
In the case of international joint research, adhere to the rules of relevant 
countries and organizations. 



１．Appropriate information disclosure by researchers
① Work experience, research background
② Affiliated institutions and roles in concurrent positions
③ Research funds and any other support they are receiving from

other organizations
④ The external organizations providing support

２．Strengthening risk management by the organizations to which 
researchers belong

① Establishing rules and management systems
② Collecting information required for risk management
③ Strengthening education and training systems

Policy Directions for Ensuring Research Integrity in Response to New Risks Associated with
Increasing Internationalization and Openness of Research Activities

April 27, 2021 Cabinet Office, Japanese Government 

https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/english/doc/policy_directions_en.pdf

Initiatives required of research institutions by the government 4/10

For Researchers

For Research Organizations

https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/english/doc/policy_directions_en.pdf


Ensuring Research Integrity at Tohoku University

Sep.2019:  Trusted Research Guidance for Academics (UK) 
Dec.2019:  “Fundamental Research Security” JASONReport (USA)

Jun.2021: G7 Cornwall Summit Research Compact

Designing management systems (since 2020)

Code for Responsible 
Conduct of Research 
Activities since 2013

COI Management 
Committee & Office

since 2009 

Policy Directions for Ensuring Research Integrity in Response to New Risks Associated with Increasing 
Internationalization and Openness of Research Activities 

Apr.2021: Cabinet Office ,Japanese Government 

Mar.2021： Research Integrity Investigation and Analysis Report (Japan) 

May.2022： オープン化、国際化する研究における研究インテグリティ (in Japanese) 
Jun.2022: G7 Common Values and Principles on Research Security 

and Research Integrity
Nov.2022: JANU Statement on Research Integrity (Japan)

5/10

Responsible Conduct 
of Research Committee 
& Office  since 2016

Security Export Control 
Committee & Office 

since 2010

Tohoku Univ. Research Integrity Website 
(in Japanese)

Apr.2022: Start of the Research Integrity Management System
（Committees, Website, Consultation Service）



○Research Integrity Management System
We started using a management system to ensure research integrity in April 2022

Mutual Cooperation

【Committee Members】
・Associate Executive Vice President for Research Integrity (Chairman)
・Administrative division chiefs related to research integrity

【Committee Members】
・Executive Vice President for Research (Chairman)
・Executive Vice President or Vice President, designated by the President
・Other persons who are deemed necessary by the Committee

Research Integrity Management Committee

Research Integrity Management Sub Committee

・Investigations and discussions related to research integrity management
・Operation of the Consultation Service
・Implementation of education and training for ensuring research integrity

President

Consultation Service

Consultation
(If management decisions are needed)Sharing Information

・Discussions about the establishment, revision or abolition of rules, etc. 
concerning research integrity management

・Request for ensuring research integrity, etc.

COI Management 
Committee

Security Export Control 
Committee

RCR Committee

Human Resources 
Division

Industry-University 
Cooperation Division

Tohoku University Research Integrity Management System ① 6/10



Information Sharing and Cooperation

○Research Integrity Management System

Tohoku University Research Integrity Management System ② 7/10

Security Export 
Control Committee

RCR Committee
Human Resources 

Division
Industry-University 
Cooperation Division

Administration of 

Joint Research,
Commissioned Research,
Academic Consulting,
Endowments, etc.

Research Integrity
Management Committee

COI Management 
Committee

Information obtained by each committee from the researchers

Researchers Education and 
Training for 
Researchers  

regarding RCR

Research funds from 
external organizations

Work experience, 
Research background

Proper administrative procedures
& submission of checklists

Administration of 
Human Resources

Research funds and 
any other support from 
external organizations

Affiliated institutions 
and roles in 

concurrent positions

Work experience, 
Research background

Research funds and 
any other support from 
external organizations

Work experience, 
Research background

Affiliated institutions 
and roles in 

concurrent positions

Research funds and any 
other support from 

external organizations

Affiliated institutions 
and roles in 

concurrent positions



○ Research Integrity Consultation Flow

Research Integrity Consultation Flow 8/10

Administrative offices in each faculty
（Export Control COI Management, Joint Research etc.）

Researchers

Information Sharing and Cooperation

Information disclosure
based on university rules

Research Integrity Management Sub Committee

Research Integrity Management Committee

Sharing information  
Consultation (if management decisions are needed)

Government
Funding agencies

Ap
pl

ic
at

io
n

Co
ns

ul
ta

tio
n

Ri
sk

 a
ss

es
sm

en
t, 

re
qu

es
t

Security Export 
Control Office

COI Management 
Office

Industry-University 
Cooperation Division

Human Resources 
Division

Mutual Cooperation

Administrative Headquarters

Consultation Service



・ Submission of checklist by researchers

・ Information sharing with other universities

Raising awareness and sensitivity for research integrity and research security

Activities in FY2022 
・ Researcher and administrative staff

training

・ Consultation on actual cases
Checklist (in Japanese)
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Academic freedom
RCR

Open-door policy

• Limited personnel and financial resources
• Limited investigative capabilities
• Difficulties in sharing information about sensitive cases

Academic Principles

Practical challenges facing universities

Research Security

Demands of Society 
Changes in the 
International Situation

Research Integrity

Risk Management
-Balance between scientific benefits and risks-
-Carried out on a case-by-case basis-

To ensure effective operations in universities and research institutions

Practical challenges 10/10


