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Oct 2014
UNESCO World Conference on ESD

Apr 2007
Okayama University became Asia's 
first UNESCO Chair (ESD)

Jun 2005

The first seven "Regional Centers for ESD" 
(RCE) composed of 250 organization

Tangible Achievements of Okayama University in Partnership
with UNESCO to advance the SDGs

A whole
institution’s approach
towards achieving
the SDGs 

2017: The 10th anniversary of Okayama University as the UNESCO Chair (ESD)
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Apr 2017〜

Jan 2017
UNESCO Learning City Award

Sep 2016
UNESCO / Japan ESD Award

Dec 2017

Japan SDGs Award 
(Special prize from the Government) 



United Nations 
Conference on Trade 
and Development 
(UNCTAD)

Established in 1964. Located in 
Geneva, UNCTAD is the central United 
Nations agency that comprehensively 
addresses trade and development, 
finance, investment, technology, and 
sustainable development issues. 

It aims to maximize trade, investment, 
and development opportunities for 
developing countries, assist developing 
countries in facing challenges arising 
from globalization, and integrate them 
into the world economy on an equal 
footing.





20 participants from 10 countries:

Republic of Botswana, Cameroon, Egypt, Ethiopia, Madagascar, South Africa, 
Tanzania, Thailand, The Gambia, The Phillippines

©  UNCTAD : https://unctad.org/topic/science-technology-and-innovation/young-female-scientist-programme
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Nationality

South Africa

Botswana

Egypt

The Gambia

Cameroon

Ethiopia

Madagascar

Tanzania

Thailand

The Philippines

Program Participant Details
20 participants from CSTD member countries
of Africa and ASEAN region

Egypt (2)

The Gambia (2)

Cameroon (1)

Ethiopia (1)

Botswana (2)

Tanzania (1)

South Africa (8) Madagascar (1)

Thailand (1)

The Philippines (1)



Background of the participants
Young female researchers from diverse 
backgrounds participated in this program
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Affiliation

University (Faculty)

Ministry

University (Graduate
Student)

Research Institute

University (Researcher)

Hospital

Examples of Institutional Affiliations

Nelson Mandela University, University of Cape Town, 

Rhodes University, Tshwane University of Technology,

University of the Philippines Manila, 

National Science and Technology Development 

Agency, Ministry of Health Directorate of Health 

Research, Zewail City of Science and Technology,

Yaounde Central Hospital

Research Areas
A wide variety of graduate schools 
at Okayama University accepted the researchers
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Accepted 
Graduate Schools

Environmental and Life Science

Interdisciplinary Science and
Engineering in Health Systems

Medicine, Dentistry and
Pharmaceutical Sciences

Natural Science and Technology

Health Sciences

Dynamics of Civilizations

Education

Neutron Medical Research

Plant Science and Resources

Humanities and Social Sciences /

Natural Sciences and Technology / 

Health Sciences /

Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical  

Sciences /

Environmental, Life, Natural Science 

and Technology /

Interdisciplinary Science and 

Engineering in Health Systems



Research Activities at Okayama University

Dr. Zamaswazi Tshabalala  (South Africa)
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, 

University of the Free State

Research Subject “Study the Electronic band 

structure and catalysis of the organometallic 

complex for gas sensing applications”

Ms. Thandiswa Nqowana (South Africa) 
Lecturer, Rhodes University

Research Subject “Water quality monitoring using 

biosensors: A study of analysis for stimulus-response 

coupling in aquatic organisms”

Ms. Phebian Ina Grant-Sagnia (The Gambia)
Principal Health Research Officer, Ministry of Health, 

Directorate of Health Research

Research Subject “Implementation and Public Health 

Research”

Dr. Menattallah Elserafy (Egypt)
Assistant Professor, Center for Genomics, Zewail City

of Science and Technology

Research Subject “Investigating the tolerance

mechanisms of stalled Topoisomerase 1 cleavage

complexes”



“I am exploring sending 

Filipino graduate 

students to Okayama 

University for possible 

sandwich research 

programmes

to further strengthen the 

collaboration.”

Ms. Fresthel Climacosa, the Philippines

“



Interaction among Young Female Researchers
During their stay at Okayama University, participants have the opportunity to interact with 

young female researchers at Okayama University, as well as to experience traditional 

Japanese culture and the atmosphere of Okayama with other participants in the program.

WTT Faculty

at Okayama University
Okayama University aims to achieve 

world-class research in the academic 

field and position ourselves as a global 

research base. In order to realize this, 

developing a diverse research 

environment is positioned as one of the 

most important tasks. The “Woman 

Tenure Track (WTT) System” was  

established in FY 2009 to promote 

recruitment and foster excellence 

in female faculties. 

Young Female 

Scientist
“The Young Female Scientist Programme

in Japan“ invites female researchers 

under the age of 40 from CSTD member 

countries in Africa and the ASEAN region. 

This program lasts 14 to 30 days and 

brings together female scientists from 

various backgrounds, including university 

faculty, researchers, government 

employees, and graduate students.   

Researchers who are raising children 

are also actively participating.



Ripple effect after the Program

Continuity
Alumni of the program 
encourage their 
colleagues to apply for 
the program. Creating the 
Human Resource 
Development Eco-system

Cooperation
Alumni of the program 
return to their home 
institute and started to 
discuss  student and 
faculty exchange by 
signing the MoU with 
Okayama University

Collaboration
Alumni of this program 
continue their co-
research with Okayama 
University faculties, and 
several ongoing research, 
as well as co-publications, 
are under the review 





©  UN: https://www.un.org/nl/file/156327



Source: “Priority Policy Program for Realizing Digital Society- Summary –,” The Digital Agency (Japan), 2021, p.13, 

https://www.digital.go.jp/assets/contents/node/basic_page/field_ref_resources/0f321c23-517f-439e-9076-

5804f0a24b59/20211224_en_priority_policy_program_02.pdf, 20 July 2023

https://www.digital.go.jp/assets/contents/node/basic_page/field_ref_resources/0f321c23-517f-439e-9076-5804f0a24b59/20211224_en_priority_policy_program_02.pdf
https://www.digital.go.jp/assets/contents/node/basic_page/field_ref_resources/0f321c23-517f-439e-9076-5804f0a24b59/20211224_en_priority_policy_program_02.pdf


O K AYA M A A Research University that Together Creates and Nurtures a Bright Future

Thank you for your attention!

NASU Yasutomo M.D., Ph.D.
President

OKAYAMA UNIVERSITY
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