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1. Derby & Derbyshire’s relationship with Japan

• 1998 twinning agreement 
signed between Derby 
City Council, Derbyshire 
County Council and South 
Derbyshire District 
Council with Toyota City, 
Aichi prefecture 

• Built on Toyota Motor 
Manufacturing (UK) Ltd 
established in Burnaston, 
Derbyshire in 1992

• Strategically important 
partnership for the UK, 
regionally and for Japan

https://mag.toyota.co.uk/toyota-manufacturing-tmuk-new-perspective/
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Toyota City Partnership Board
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2018 marked the 20th 
Anniversary celebration 

https://www.jlgc.org.uk/en/news_letter/toyota-city-and-derbyshire-a-blossoming-relationship/
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/community/twinning/toyota-city/toyota-city-japan.aspx
https://www.southderbyshire.gov.uk/news/2018/nov/signing-marks-bright-future-for-derbyshire-s-japan-link-on-20th-anniversary-celebration
https://www.derby.gov.uk/news/2020/december/city-partnership-blossoms/
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Westminster event hosted 
by Helen Wheeler, MP with 
Ambassador Koji Tsuruoka

https://www.derby.ac.uk/news/2018/university-of-derby-research-visit-to-japan-celebrates-20th-anniversary-of-twinning-with-toyota-city/
https://www.derby.ac.uk/news/2018/westminster-visit-promotes-importance-of-twinning-of-derbyshire-and-toyota-city/
https://www.derby.ac.uk/news/2018/westminster-visit-promotes-importance-of-twinning-of-derbyshire-and-toyota-city/
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Professor Judith 
Lammie, Head of 
External Affairs, 
UoD

Lord William 
Burlington, 
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Cllr Barry Lewis, 
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Mitchel, 
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2. University of Derby and Chukyo University 
Memorandum of Understanding

• Nagoya Campus + Toyota Campus 
• Schools of: Psychology, Law, Economics, 

Management, Policy Studies, Sociology, 
Engineering, Health and Sport Science 

• Approx. 13,000 students 
• Historical origins: 1954 based on business and 

education  

• Derby Campus + Chesterfield Campus + Buxton Campus
• Colleges of: Business, Law and Economics; Arts, 

Humanities and Education; Health, Psychology and Social 
Care; Science and Engineering 

• Approx. 23,000 students
• Historical origins: 1851 based on education and 

technology
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2. University of Derby and Chukyo University 
Memorandum of Understanding

• Established in March 2019
• Purpose to strengthen the relationship between the two University’s and further develop the partnership 

between Toyota City and Derbyshire 

• Areas of focus 
1) Mobility Students – exchanges, study blocks, joint research, cultural sharing, shared seminars

Staff – pedagogical practice, collaborative research, internationalisation, exchanges
2) Academic Partnership – articulation arrangements UG to PGT, sharing quality assurance practice 
3) Research Extending existing research, identification or new joint research ventures, funding bids 
4) Sport ‘International varsity’ series, training camps, coach education, mutual major event support 
5) Civic Cultural engagements, support UK-Japan partnership, ambassadorial advocacy 

• Challenge Covid-19 & travel restrictions -> virtual interaction, language confidence, student mobility 
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Collaborative research 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11469-020-00363-4
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11469-021-00516-z
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3. Lessons learnt and ways forward

I. Derby, Derbyshire & Toyota City Twinning Agreement 
gives regional purpose, strategy & political engagement

II. Identify areas of mutual benefit and collaboration 
between University’s for productive partnership

III. Maintain contact in person or virtually

Academic Partnership Strategic Alignment Research Collaboration Extended Networks
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Next steps

2021 reaffirm partnership between University of Derby and Chukyo University 

2022 launch the East Midlands Institute of Technology with Toyota UK and Fujitsu 

2023 is the 25th Anniversary event of Derby, Derbyshire and Toyota City twinning

2023 is the 100th Anniversary of UMEMURA Education Institutions, incl. Chukyo University
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